
THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
§ 

COUNTY OF FORT BEND § 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
FORT BEND AND REFUGIO COUNTY 

FOR PERFORMANCE OF POSTMORTEM EXAMS 

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") is made pursuant to chapter 791 of the 
Texas Government Code (the Interlocal Cooperation Act) and chapter 49 of the Texas Code of 
Criminal Procedure, and is entered into by and between Fort Bend County, (hereinafter "FBC"), 
a body corporate and politic under the laws of the State of Texas, and Refugio County, a body 
corporate and politic under the laws of the State of Texas ("Requesting County"). 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS, pursuant to provisions of the Texas Government Code Chapter 791, 
Inter!ocal Cooperation Act, the parties are authorized to enter into a contract with each other; 

WHEREAS, Fort Bend County has established and maintains the Office of Medical 
Examiner as authorized by article 49.25 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure; 

WHEREAS, Requesting County does not have a medical examiner, and a justice of the 
peace is required to conduct an inquest into the death of a person who dies in the county under 
certain circumstances; 

WHEREAS, if the justice of the peace determines that a postmortem examination is 
necessary, the justice of the pea<.-e may order that a postmortem examination of the body be 
performed by a physician; 

WHEREAS, Requesting County is also subject to being ordered to secure postmortem 
examinations in circumstances other than those found in Chapter 49 of the Texas Code of 
Criminal Procedure; and 

WHEREAS, Requesting County desires to obtain the services of the Fort Bend County 
Medical Examiner (FBCME) to perform postmortem examinations .on persons who died in 
Requesting County and to provide sworn testimony in connection with any inquest by a justice 
of the peace or any criminal investigation or prosecution conducted by a prosecuting attorney. 

NOW, THEREFORE, FBC and Requesting County, in consideration of the mutual 
covenants and agreements herein contained, do mutually agree as follows: 
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requested/performed, the submitting authority is solely responsible for the correct 
certification of the identity of the deceased. 

9. In the event the next-of-kin should request tissue or organ donation, Requesting 
County should coordinate procedures with the Medical Examiner's Office to promote 
optimum handling and to ensure that appropriate examination can be completed. 

10. If requested, Requesting County should send an authorized representative to take 
possession of items of value or evidence that may be discovered. 

11. Requesting County should provide the necessary personnel to perform any 
investigatory functions and related administrative support for crime scenes and death 
sites. 

12. Requesting County should notify the Fort Bend County Medical Examiner's Office of 
any severely abusively injured child at time of hospitalization. 

13. Promptly, at the request of the Medical Examiner's Office, Requesting County will 
" make arrangements to remove from the Medical Examiner's office the remains of the 

deceased after the performance of the autopsy if the next-of-kin have not been 
informed of the death or no next-of-kin has been located or identified. 

D. Location. Examinations shall be performed at the Fort Bend County Medical Examiner's 
Office located at 3840 Bamore Road, Rosenberg, TX 77 471, which is equipped with X-ray 
facilities and a professional support staff. In consultation with Requesting County, Fort 
Bend may request that an autopsy be performed at a suitable location other than the FBC 
Medical Examiner's Office and performed by an appropriately licensed physician. 

E. Laboratory Analyses. The FBCME shall conduct a postmortem toxicological analysis, if 
appropriate, and any other tests considered necessary to assist in determining the cause 
and manner of death and identification. 

F. Testimony. FBCME personnel performing services pursuant to this agreement shall 
appear as reasonably necessary to provide testimony in a criminal case before a district 
court of the Requesting County. The Requesting County agrees to use its best efforts to 
schedule the testimony of the FBCME' s personnel in such a manner to cause the least 
amount of disruption in their work schedule. Unless otherwise required by court order, 
FBCME personnel shall testify by video conferencing. 

G. Reports. Within a reasonable time after the completion of a postmortem examination, 
the FBCME will provide a written copy of the preliminary cause of death statement to 
the justice of the peace who requested the autopsy. The FBCME will provide copies of 
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County in accordance with Autopsy Fees agreed to in Section III of this Agreement and/or 
retrieve the body upon request of Fort Bend County. 

B. This instrument contains the entire Agreement between the parties relating to the rights 
granted and the obligations assumed. Any oral or written representations or 
modifications concerning this instrument shall be of no force and effect excepting a 
subsequent modification in writing signed by both parties. This Agreement may be 
executed in duplicate counterparts, each having equal force and effect of an original. This 
Agreement shall become binding and effective only after it has been authorized and 
approved by both counties, as evidenced by the signature of the appropriate authority 
pursuant to an order of the Commissioners Court of the respective County authorizing 
such execution. 

XI. 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 

BY ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRACT, REQUESTING COUNTY ACKNOWLEDGES THAT FORT 
BEND COUNTY IS OPPOSED TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND THAT NO COUNTY FUNDS 
WILL BE USED IN SUPPORT OF SERVICES OR ACTIVITIES THAT VIOLATE HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING LAWS. 

{Execution Page Follows} 

{Remainder of page intentionally left blank} 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, ihe parties hereto have signed or have caused their respective
names to be signed to multiple counterparts to be effective on the 22 day of March
2022.

BEND COUNTY
Qt.

SO
=o

05 -

.'.j
»  > > >

Laura Richard, County Cleric •••■a:

CounlvJudecKPc;.niri

ATTEST:
KP George, Coimty Judge

March 22,2022

REQUESTING COUNTY

By:

ATTEST;

Date:

.< i \ Name
j • - 3^1S

- - ''I' ■

Reviewed:

/

Robert Blaschke, County Judge

peGviAAHj Ip-Li^

Ste^ignTustilniJc, M.D.
Chief Medical Examiner

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS

Pursuant to Section 111.093 of the Texas Local Government Code, I certify that the county budget
contains an ample provision for the obligations of Refumo Coimty under this Agreement and
that funds are or will be available in the amount of $ /vJ/A to pay the obligations when due.

By: Q ■
REFUGIO COUNTY AUDITOR

bp
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