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PREFACE 

Texas Loca I Government Code, Chapter 233, Section 233061 authorizes certain counties to adopt a Fire Code and 

the regulations necessary to administer and enforce the Fi re Code. As the governing body of Fort Bend County, 

Texas, the Commissioners Court finds that adopting a Fire Code and requiring permits for the construction of 

commercial establishments, public buildings and multi-family residences in the unincorporated areas of Fort 

Bend County wi II protect the hea Ith, safety and welfare of life and property of the genera I public. The Fi re Code 

requires periodic inspection of new and existing structures to ensure safety standards are being maintained 

for the continued practice of I ife safety and property conservation. 
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1.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1.1 Purpose: The purpose of the Fort Bend County Fi re Code is the safe-guarding of I ife and property from fire 

and explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardoussubstances,materials and 

devices, and from conditions hazardous to I ife or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises in Fort 

Bend County. 

A. The Fort Bend County Fire Code is intended to provide minimum requirements for fire safety, 

with due regard to function, for the Design and Construction or Substantial lmprovemen1S to 

any Public Buildings,Commercial Establishments, and Multi-Family Dwellings with four or rmre 

units, as determined by the current property designation identified by the Fort Bend County 

Tax Appraisal District. 

B. The Fort Bend County Fire Code is not intended to be a building code as described in the 

Texas Local Government Code Chapter 214 and does not evaluate structural, plumbing, 

electrical,and mechanical suitability, unless it is directly related to fire safety. 

C. The Fort Bend County Fire Code is not intended in anyway to limit the statutory authority of the 

Fire Marshal, and it is intended that such authority be retained to the fullest extent that the law 

would authorize. 

1.2 Authoritv: The Fort Bend County Fire Code is adopted by the Fort Bend County Commissioners Court 

pursuant to Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 233,Section 

233.061 which authorizes certain counties to adopt a Fire Code and the regulations necessary to 

administer and enforce the Fi re Code. 

2.0 ADOPTION AND ADMINISTRATION 

2.1 Except for the deletions and changes identified in Appendix A, Fort Bend County hereby adopts the 

International Fire Code 2021 edition (hereinafter known as "IFC"), as the Fort Bend County Fire Code. A 

complete copy of the I FC is on file inthe Fort Bend County Fire Marshal's Office. 

2.2 The Fort Bend County Fire Marshal is responsible for the administration of this Fire Code, 

issuance of permits required by this Fire Code, enforcement of this Fire Code and maintenance of 
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proper records. 

2.3 The County Fi re Marshal or the County Fi re Marshal's designee may conduct inspections provided for in 

this Fire Code or bySubchapter C of Chapter 233 of Subtitle B of TI tie 7 oftheTexas Local Government Code. 

2.4 Below shall identifythe scooe of Fort Bend Countv Fire Code: 

A. The Fort Bend County Fire Code shall apply to all new construction or substantial 

improvement of a II Public Buildings, Commercial Establishments,a nd Multi-Family Dwellings with 

four or more units,as determined by the current property designation identified by the Fort 

Bend County Tax Appraisal District. 

B. The Fort Bend County Fire Code does not apply to any industrial facility thatthe 

Fort Bend County Fire Marshal determines qualifies for the exception specified in Section 233 

062(b) of the Texas Local Government CodeThe Fort Bend County Fire Marshal shall have 

the authority to seek the assistance of the Occupational Health and Safety Administration 

in making a determination regardingan industrial facility. 

C. Any construction that occurred before the effective date of the Fort Bend 

County Fire Code will be governed by the preceding Fire Code that was effective as of January 1, 

2005 ;unless and until substantial improvement is made to the property. 

D. Disclaimer of Liability- The degree of fire orotection required by the Fort Bend County Fire 

Code is considered reasonable for regulatory purooses and is based on scientific and 

engineering considerations. Compliance with the Fort Bend County Fire Code does not imply 

that any building or the uses permitted within any building will be free from a fire hazard. The 

Fort Bend County Fire Code shall not create liability on the part of Fort Bend County. any 

officer. or employee thereof for any damages that may result from reliance on this Code or 

any administrative decision lawfully made there under. The granting of a permit or issuance 

of a Certificate of Compliance does not imply that the building can be insured for fire 

coverage. 

3.0 TERMS 

3.1 Certificate of Compliance:A "Certificate of Compliance" means a certificate issued by the County Fire 
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Marshal indicating Construction or Substantial Improvement has been completed in compliance with the 

Fort Bend County Fi re Code as of a specific date and for a specific occupancy. 

3.2 Construction: Construction begins on the date that ground is broken for a building as determined by the 

Fort Bend County Fire Marshal, or if no ground is broken,on the date that: 

A. The first materials areadded to the original property; 

B. Foundation pi lings are installed on the original property; or 

C. A manufactured building or relocated structure is placed on a foundation on the original 

property. 

3.3 Fort Bend County Fire Marshal: means the holder of the statutory office of County Fire Marshal for Fort Bend 

County, Texas or the employee(s) designated by the Fort Bend County Fire Marshal to perform a task required 

by this Fire Code. 

3.4 Fire Code: "Fire Code" means the Fort Bend County Fire Code as adopted i nSection 1.3ofthis Code. 

3.5 Fire Code Official: The term "Fire Code Official" as it appears in the IFC is synonymous with the term "Fort 

Bend County Fire Marshal" or a designee of such individual; however,only the Fort Bend County Fire 

Marshal has the authority to overrule his or her subordinates or grant variances before applicants for 

permits or variances may request review by the Fort Bend County Commssioners C.ourt. 

3.6 Substantialimprovement:Substantialimprovementoccurswhen: 

A. The repair, restoration, reconstruction, improvement, or remodeling of a public building, 

commercial establishment, or a multi-family residential dwellingconsistingof 

four or more units for which the cost exceeds 50% of the building's value according to the 

certified tax appraisal roll for the county for the year precedingthe year in which the work 

was begun; or 

B. A change in occupancy classification involving a change inthe purpose or level of activity in a 

building, including the renovation of a warehouse into a loft apartment. For purposes of 

determining if an improvement is a Substantial Improvement, the applicant for a permit must 

submit data reflecting cost of the restoration, reconstruction, improvement or remodeling. 

Costs shall include the value of all labor and materials. A perm it is required prior to the start 

of any Substantial Improvement. For purposes of this code, Substantial Improvement begins 
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on the date that the repair, restoration, reconstruction, improvement, remodeling, the 

change in occupancy classification begins, or on the date materials are first delivered for 

that purpose. 

3.7 Unincoroorated Area: Unincorporated Area means any real property in Fort Bend County, 

Texas, which is not with inthe city limits of a municipality. 

4.0PERMITS 

4.1 Permit Reauired:No person shall start or authorize construction or Substantial Improvement of a building or 

within an unincorporated area of Fort Bend County without first securing a permit under the Fort Beid 

County Fi re Code. 

4.2 Application for Permit :The application for a permit will be on a form prescribed by the Fort 

Bend County Fire Marshal and must be supported bythefollowing: 

A. A completed Fire Code Design and Compliance Review Sheet provided by the Fort Bend County 

Fire Marshal and signed and sealed by a duly licensed architect or engineer authorized to 

practice in the State ofTexas; 

B. A non-refundable permit review fee; and 

C. Two {2} set of architectural, fire protection systems plans, or other required set of plans must 

be submitted or One (1} set of architectural, fire protection systems plans, or other required 

set of plans in a hard copy format. AND one (1} set of architectural, fire protection systems plans, 

or other required set of plans must be submitted by electronic source (PDF). Must be on a 

readable device and handed in attime of permit submittal: 

i. types of construction materials and class of interior finish; 

ii. location of all exits with distances between exits called out - exit width, type 

and any special requirement shall be stated; and The location of any fire alarm 

equipment, automatic sprinklers, emergency lighting, etc. required to meetthis 

Fire Code; 

4.3 The Fort Bend County Fire Marshal may require the submission of additional information, dra\Nings, 

specifications, or documents if needed to determine whether a permit should be issued. 
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4.4 Determination of Permit Eligibilitv: After the application is filed, the Fort Bend County Fire 

Marshal shall determineifthe proposed building or substantial improvement meets therequirementsof 

the Fort Bend County Fire Code. 

A. If it is determined that the proposed building or substantial improvement meets the 

requirements, then a permit will be issued after the collection of the appropriate fees as 

outlined in Section 45 - Fees, of this Fire Code, and as referred to in EXHI BIT"D"-FeeSchedule. 

B. If it is determined that the proposed building or substantial improvement does not comply iMth 

the requirements of this Fire Code, then the application package shall be returned to the 

applicant with an explanation of why it was not approved 

4.5 Fees:Fees for permits and inspections are to be set by Commissioner's Court. Fees shall be paid by cashier's 

check, money order,or personal check. Should the check be returned for insufficient funds, the permit(s) 

issued becomes null and void. Fees shall be paid at the time plans are submitted for retiew unless other 

arrangement have been made and approved by the County Auditor. The County shall deposit all fees receivi:D 

under this section in a special fund in the County treasury, pursuant to Texas Local Government Code 

233.0651, and money in that fund shall be used only for the administration and enforcement of the Fire 

Code. Fee Schedule is shown in Exhibit D. 

4.6 Fees For Retail Fireworks Permits: A local fire prevention officer who inspects a retail fireworks site for a 

fire or life safety hazard as authorized by Chapter 352, local Government Code, as applicable, by Section 

352.016, local Government Code, collect payment of that fee from the person who obtained a retail 

fireworks permit under Section 2154.202 to sell fireworks at an approved commercial site. The insps:tion 

and permit fee is once a calendaryearfor each site and address listed on the permit: 

i. $100, if the largest building at the site is less than 25,000 square feet, pl us $25 

for each additional building, other than the largest building.located at the site. 

ii. $200, ifthe largest buildingatthe site is 25,000 square feet or more, but less than lOClPOO 

square feet, plus $25 for each additional building, other than the largest building, located at 

the site; and 

iii. $300, ifthe largest building at the site is 100,000square feet or more, plus $25 

for each additional building, other than the largest building,located at the s te. 
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4.7 Condition of Permit: Construction of a building or a substantial improvement must be started wi1hin 180 

calendar days of the date the permit is issued or the permit shall be nul I andvoid.Uponwritten request to 

the Fort Bend County Fire Marshal, two (2)six-month extensionsofthepermit maybeobtained. 

48 Lock Box Permit: The owner or owners association of a gated community or multi-unit housing project must 

comply with the provision set forth by Local Government Code Chapter 352, Subchapter E. The owner or owners 

association of a gated commun ty or multi-unit housng project must obtain a Lockbox Permit from the Fire Code 

Official. 

5.0 PERMIT HOLDER RESPONSIBILITIES 

5.1 All permit holders must post a copy of the permit on the jobsitein a place clearly visible from the nearE5t 

road or street and in a manner meeting the requirements of the standards for permanent numbers set forth 

in The International Fi re Code 2012-Section 105.3.5 

5.2 The Fort Bend County Fire Marshal is authorized to make as ma nyscheduled or unscheduled inspections to the 

worksite as deemed necessary to enforce this Fi re Code and the conditions of the Perm it. 

5.3 Any permit holder that wishes to make a change to the proposed building or substantial improvement, or 

to construct any building or substantial improvement other than that authorized by the permit, must submt 

supplemental drawings and/or specifications to the Fort Bend County Fi re Marshal for review and approval. 

lfa change complies with this Fire Code and is approved, a copy of the supplemental drawings and/or 

specifications shall beadded to the Permit Holder's file, and the Fort Bend County Fi re Marshal shall amend 

the permit accordingly. 

6.0 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

6.1 A bui I ding may not be occupied unti I a conditional or partial certificate of compliance for the building is issued 

by the Fi re Marshal. The Fi re Marshal shall notify the permit applicant in writing of any limitations or 

restrictions necessary to keep the permit area safe. 

6.2 The holder of a conditional or partial Certificate of Compliance shall proceed only to the point for which 

approval has been given, at the permit holder's own risk and without assurance that approval for the 
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occupancy or the utilization of the entire premises, equipment, or operation wi II be granted. 

6.3 A "Certificate of Comp I iance" under this Fire Codes hall not be cons trued as authorize the owner or operator 

of any building to afterward operate or maintain such building in such a way as to create, cause or allow 

the existence of a fire or life safety condition, which condition shall be subject to the independent 

enforcementauthority of the County Fire Marshal. 

7 .0 APPEALS AND HEARING PROCEDURE 

7 .1 By submitting an application for a permit, an Applicant waives the right to challenge this Fire c.octe in a 

court of law without first timely exhausting the Fort Bend County FireCode'sAppealsandHearingProcedure 

7 .2 lfa permit applicant is denied a permit, the applicant may appeal the denial as provided in 

this Section. Theterm "Appellant'1sused to refertothe appealing party. 

i. To appeal the denial of a permit application by the Fire Marshal's designee, Appellant m..ast 

submit a written statement to the Fort Bend County Fi re Marshal setting forth the reason v.kiy 

the permit application should be approved. If the Fort Bend County Fire Marshal sustains the 

original denial of the permit, the appellant may seek review of the decision by the Fort Bend 

County Commissioners Court pursuant to Section 7 3 below. 

ii. To appeal the denial of a permit application by the Fort Bend County Fire 

Marshal, Appel I ant may request that the Fort Bend County Cammi ssioners Court review of the 

denial, as described inSection 72. 

7. 3 Review by Commissioner's Court-

i. An Appel I ant may request that the Fort Bend County Commissioners Court review the County 

Fire Marshals' a denial of a permit application by sending a written request to the County 

Judge's Office by certified mail. 

ii. The request to review must be received by the County Judge's Office no later than the tenth 

business day after the County Fire Marshal (not an appointee) issues the written denial of the 

permit application. 

iii. Filing a request to review does not stay the Fire Marshal's denial of the application. The denial 

remains i neffect unless and until Commissioners Court reverses the decision of the Fire Marshal. 
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iv. The Fire Marshal's denial will be reviewed by Commissioners Court at a regularly scheduled 

meeting, no later than thirty calendarr days of receiving the written request for review. 

Commissioners Court may either uphold or reverse the decision of the Fort Bend County Fire 

Marshal. 

v. The Fire Marshall will send written notification of the Commissioners Court date toAppellant by 

certified mail to address application, unlessAppellant specifies a dfferent address in the written 

request for review. This notice shall be sent no later than seven calendar days prior to the 

CommissionersCourtdate. 

8.0 ENFORCEMENTANDVARIANCE 

8.1 Violation of Conditions of Regulations-Any person having knowledge of a violation of this Code may file a 

written, sworn complaint withtheCou nty Fi re Marshal. 

8.2 Civil Enforcement:lf any person violates any provisions of the Fort Bend County Fire Code, the County Fire 

Marshal may requestthat the County Attorney file a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction to recover 

from a person who violates the fire code a civil penalty in an amount of up to $200 (or the maximum 

amount allowed by statute) for each day on which the violation exists as allowed in Texas Local Government 

Code§ 233 067. 

8.3 Criminal Enforcement: If a building subject to the Fort Bend County Fire Code is occupied without a an 

Certificate of Compliance, the County Fi re Marshal may file a complaint with the Di strict Attorney's Office 

under Section 352016 and Section 352.022 of the Texas Local Government Code. An offense under this 

section is a Class B misdemeanor unless it is shown on the trial of the offense that the defendant has 

been previously convicted two or moretimesunder this section, in which event the offense is a state jail 

felony. 

8.4 Variances: A request for a Variance to the Fort Bend County Fire Marshal can be made in writing to the 

Fort Bend County Fire Marshal. 

A. The Fire Marshal shall review the request and deny or grant request for 

Variance. 

B. A Variance maybe granted onlyifthefollowingare met: 

i. The applicant has shown good and sufficient cause; 
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ii. It has been determined that failure to grant the Variance would result in an 

exceptional hardshiptotheapplicant; and 

iii. The granting of a Variance will not result in an increased risk of fire, additional 

threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, or create nuisances, 

cause fraud or victimzation of the public; and 

c. Economic hardships hall not constitute the sole basis forgranting a variance. 

D. The Fire Marshal's decision on a Variance Request may be appealed as described in 

Section 7 of the Fort Bend County Fi re Code. 

9.0 FORMS AND RECORDS 
9.1 Forms: Forms to be used in the administration of this Fire Code shall be promulgated by the 

Fort Bend County Fire Marshal. 

9.2 Maintenance of Records: The Fort Bend County Fire Marshal must maintain a II applications for, and file 

co pi es of, permits for a retention period ofthree (3) yea rs. Drawings and specifications on file with the 

Fort Bend County Fire Marshal may be destroyed after completion of the structure,unless othE!l"Mse 

required by law. 

SEVERABILITY AND CONSTRUCTION 

The provisions oft his Fire Code are severablelfany word,phrase,clause, sentence, section,provision, or part of this 

Fire Code should be invalid or unconstitutional, it shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions and it 

is hereby declared to be the intent of the Commissioners Court that th is Fire Code would have been adopted as to 

the remaining portions,regardlessofthe invalidity ofanypart.ln the event that any provision of this Fire Code 

might be interpreted in such a way as exceeding the County's authority, such provision should be construed to 

apply only to the extent authorized by law. In the event of conflict, the Fort Bend County Fire Code approved 

on this date shall supersede any conflictingfire regulationsofthe County,exceptforas provided in Section 2.4 
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ATTEST: 
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Annex A 
Recommended Amendments to the 

2021 International Fire Code 
Fort Bend County Fire Marshal 

The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2021 lntemational Fire Code (IFC) are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IFC. Underlined type is text inserted. L.ined thr:gugh typ9 
is deleted text fmR=i IFC. A double asterisk(**) at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment carried 
o-.er from the 2018 edition of the code and a tripe asterisk(***) identifies a new or re\Ased amendment \Mth 
the 2021 code. 

**Section 102.1; change #3 to read as follows: 

3. Existing structures, facilities, and conditions when required in Chapter 11 or in specific sections of 
this code. 

(Explanation: To clarify that there are other provisions in the fire code applicable to existing buildings that 
arenot located in Chapter 11, including but not limited to Section 505 Premises Identification.) 

**Section 105.3.3; change to read asfollows: 

105.3.3 Occupancy Prohibited before Approval. The building or structure shall not be occupied pria to 
the fire code official issuing a permit when required and conducting associated inspections indicating the 
applicable pro\Asions of this code ha-.e been met. 

(Explanation: For clarity to allow for better understanding in areas not requiring such permits, such 
as unincorporated areas of counties. ) .................... _ 
**Section 105.6.25; add to read as follows: 

105.6.25 Electronic access control systems. Construction permits are required to install or modify an 
electronic access control system. as specified in Chapter 10. A separate construction permit is required 
to install or modify a fire alarm system that may be connected to the access control system. 
Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered to be a modification and 
does not require a permit. 

(Explanation: Adds construction permit requirements for electronic access control systems affecting access 
and/or egress to ensure proper design and installation of such systems. These changes reflect locci 
Fractices of municio/lities in this State.) 

***Section 107.3; delete this section in its entirety: 

107.3 Permit ¥aluation&. +he applibemt for a perrRit shall pr:g\4de an estiR=iated perrRit value at the tiR=ie 
of application. PeFFRitvaluations shall include the total value ofwork, including R=iater:ials and labor, for which 
the perrRit is being issued, suGh as eleGtriGal, gas, R=ieGhaniGal, pluR=ibing equipR=ient and peFFRanent 
systems. If, in the opinion of the fire oode official, the 'laluation is underestiR=iated on the applioation, the 
peFFRit shall be denied unless the applicant can show detailed estiR=iates to R=ieet the appro•1al of the fire 
Gode offiGial. Final perrr:iit wluation shall be set by the fire Gode offibial. 
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**Section 202; amend and add definitions to read as follows: 

** [B] AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to pro\1de medical, surgical, 
psychiatric, nursing, or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to persons who are rendered incapa~e 
of self-preservation by the ser\1ces pro\1ded or staff has accepted responsibility for care recipients already 
incapable. This group may include but not be limited to the following: 

: Dialysis centers 

: Procedures in-.ul\1ng sedation 

-Sedation dentistry 

: Surgery centers 

: Colonic centers 

: Psychiatric centers 

(Explanation: to clarify the range of uses included in the definition) 

** [B] DEFEND IN PLACE. A method of emergency response that engages building components and 
trained staff to pro\1de occupant safety during an emergency. Emergency response in-.ulves remaining in 
place. relocating within the building. or both. without evacuating the building. 

(Explanation: Added from International Building Code (/BC) definitions for consistency in interpretatioo of 
the subject requirements pertaining to such occupancies.) 

**FIRE WATCH. A temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic surveillance of a 
building or portion thereof by one or more qualified indi\1duals or standbvpersonnel when required by the 
fire code official. for the purposes of identifying and controlling fire hazards, detecting early signs of 
unwanted fire, raising an alarm of fire and notifying the fire department. 

(Explanation: Clearly defines options to the fire department for providing a fire ootch.) 

**FIREWORKS. Any composition or de\1ce for the purpose of producing a \1sible or an audible effect for 
entertainment purposes by combustion, def/agration, QI= detonation, and/or activated by ignition with a 
match or other heat producing de\1ce that meets the definition of 1.3G fireworks or 1.4G fireworks .... 
{Remainder of text unchanged} ... 

(Explanation: Increased safety from fire'MJrk s related injuries.) 

**REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for ser\1cing or repairing motor vehicles. 
This occupancy shall also include garages in-.ulved in minor repair. modification and ser\1cing of motor 
vehicles for items such as lube changes. inspections. windshield repair or replacement. shocks. minor part 
replacement. and other such minor repairs. 

(Explanation: To further clarify types of service 'MJrk alloood in a repair garage, as oo// as to correspond 
Vlithdefinition in the /BC.) 

**SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY. Real property designed and used for the puroose of renting or 
leasing indi\1dual storage spaces to customers for the puroose of storing and remo\1ng personal property 
on a self-ser\1ce basis. 

(Explanation: To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.) 
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**STANDBY PERSONNEL. Qualified fire ser\1ce personnel. approved by the Fire Marshal. When utilized. 
the number required shall be as directed by the Fire Marshal. Charges for utilization shall be as normally 
calculated by the jurisdiction. 

(Explanation: To provide a definition that does not exist in the code for fire watch accommodations as 
required by the jurisdiction.) 

**UPGRADED OR REPLACED FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. A fire alarm system that is upgraded or 
replaced includes. but is not limited to the following: 

• Replacing one single board or fire alarm control unit component with a newer model 
• Installing a new fire alarm control unit in addition to or in place of an existing one 
• Conversion from a horn system to an emergency -.uice/alarm communication system 
• Conversion from a conventional system to one that utilizes addressable or analog de"1ces 

The following are not considered an upgrade or replacement: 
• Firmware updates 
• Software updates 
• Replacing boards of the same model with chips utilizing the same or newer firmware 

(Explanation: "Upgraded" or "Replaced" is referenced in several places, but the 'v\Ording of "upgraded or 
replaced" is some'lllhat ambiguous and open to interpretation. Defining it here allows for consistent 
a lication across the State. 

**Section 307.2; delete this section in its entirety: 

307.2 Permit Required. A permit shall ee oetained fi:om the fi1=e ~gd9 gfti~ia! in assor:dan~ with Sestion 
105.9 Pr:ior to kindling a fire fQr resognized siliAsi..1lt1.1ral or range or wildlife management prastises, 
prevention or sontr:ol of disease or pests, oroeen e1.1rning a eonfire. Applisation fer s1.1sh appr:oval shalloR>t 
ee presented ey and permits iss1.1ed tQ the owner of the land 1.1pon whish the fire is to ee kindled. 

State law, or regulations referenced elsewhere in this section may include but not are not limited to the 
following: 

1. Texas Commission on En"1ronmental Qual~y <TCEQ)regulations.2. State. County, a 
Local temporarv or permanent bans on open burning. 
3. Local written policies as estabHshed by the fire code official. 

(Explanation: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3, and 307.5 better explain current requirements 
and recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.) 

**Section 307.3; change to read as follows: 

307 .3 Extinguishment Authority. When open e1.1rning sreates or adds te a hazardo1.1s sit1.1ation, or a 
req1.1ired permit fQr open e1.1ming has not eeen oetained, the fire sode oftisial is a1.1thor:ized to order the 
e~ting1.1ishment gf the open e1.1ming operation. The fire code official is authorized to order the 
extinguishment by the permit holder. another person responsible or the fire department of open burning 
that creates or adds to a hazardous or objectionable situation. 

(Explanation: Provides direction as to responsible parties relative to extinguishment of the subject open 

il!llJ .... ! .......................... .. 

***Section 307.4 and 307.4.1; change to read as follows;, 

307.4 Location. The location for open burning shall not be less than 50 300 feet(~ 91440 mm)tom 
any structure, and pro"1sions shall be made to prevent the fire from spreading to within 50 300 feet (~ 
91 440 mm) of any structure. 

Exceptions: {No change.} 
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307 .4.1 Bonfires. A bonfire shall not be conducted within 50 300 feet (15 240 91 440 mm), or 
greater distance as determined by the fire code official. of a structure or combustible material. , 
1o1nless the fir:e is centained in a baFbec1o1e pit. Conditions that could cause a fire to spread within 
the required setback 50 fe&t (15 240 n:in:i) of a structure shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

Size of bonfire will help to determine needed fire equipment and apparatus as per permit requirements. 
(Explanation: To increase the separation distance thereby increasing the safety to adjacent properties, as 
per applicable TCEQ rules and regulations regarding outdoor burning. Bonfires \.\ere added to ttis 
requirement to allow the AHJ the ability to match the increased setback utilized for open burning as 

necessajl •••• 

**Section 307.4.3, Exceptions; add exception #2 to read as follows: 

Exceptions: 
1. Portable outdoor fireplaces used at one- and two-family dwellings. 
2. Where buildings. balconies and decks are protected by an appro\A3d automatic sprinkler 

system. 

**Section 307.4.4 and 307.4. 5; change to read as follows: 

307 .4.4 Permanent Outdoor Fire pit. Permanently installed outdoor firepits for recreational fire purooses 
shall not be installed within 10 feet of a structure or combustible material. 

Exception: Permanently installed outdoor fireplaces constructed in accordance with the 
International Residential Code or International Building Code. 

307.4.5 Trench Burns. Trench bums shall be conducted in air curtain trenches and in accordance with 
Section 307.2. 

307 .5 Attendance. Open burning, trench bums. bonfires, recreational fires, and use of portable outdoa 
fireplaces shall be constantly attended until the ... {Remainder of section unchanged} 

Ex lanation: Adds attendance for trench bums based on revious amerx:Jment rovision for such. 

**Section 308.1.4; change to read as follows: 

308.1.4 Open-flame Cooking Devices. Char:ceal b1o1m&r:s and eth&r Open-flame cooking devices .. 
charcoal grills and other similar devices used for cooking shall not be ep&rat&d located or used on 
combustible balconies. decks. or within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction. 

Exceptions: 
1. One- and two-family dwellings where LP-gas containers are limited to a water capacity nct greater 

than 50 pounds (22.68 kg) [nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas capacity] with an aggregate LP­
gas capacity not to exceed 100 pounds (5 containers). All LP-gas containers shall be stored 
outside, as per Chapter 61. 

2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an appro\A3d automatic sprinkler system.J 
and LP-gas containers are limited to a water capacity not greater than 50 pounds (22.68 kg) 
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[nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas capacity]. with an aggregate LP-gas capacity not to exceed 
40 lbs. (2 containers). All LP-gas containers shall be stored outside, as per Chapter 61. 

3. LP-gas cooking devices having LP-gas container with a water capacity not greater than 2-1/2 
pounds [nominal 1 pound (0.454 kg) LP-gas capacity]. 

(Explanation: Decrease fire risk in multi-family dv.ellings and minimizes ignition sources and clarify 
allowable limits for 1 & 2 family dv.ellings, and allow an expansion for sprinklered multi-family uses. Tfis 
amendment adds clarification and defines the container size allov.ed for residences.) 

**Section 308. 1. 6.2, Exception #3; change to read as follows: 

3. Torches or flame-producing devices in accordance with Section~ 308.1.3. 

Ex lanation: Section identified in ublished code is ina 

**Section 308. 1. 6.3; change to read as follows: 

308.1.6.3 Sky Lanterns. A person shall not release or cause to be released an 1:1ntether:9d unmanned 
free-floating device containing an open flame or other heat source. such as but not limited to a sky 
lantern. 

(Explanation: Eliminates the potential fire hazard presented by utilization of such devices and the 
potential accidental release of such devices. 

**Section 311. 5; change to read as follows: 

311.5 Placards. AAy. The fire code official is authorized to reguire marking of any vacant or abandoned 
buildings or structures determined to be unsafe pursuant to Section 114 of this code relating to structl.ICll 
or interior hazards, shall be marked as required by Section 311.5.1 through 311.5.5. 

**Section 403.4; change to read as follows: 

403.4 Group E Occupancies. An approved fire safety and evacuation plan in accordance with Section 404 
shall be prepared and maintained for Group E occupancies and for buildings containing both a Gr~ E 
occupancy and an atrium. A diagram depicting two evacuation routes shall be posted in a conspicuous 
location in each classroom. Group E occupancies shall also comply with Sections 403.4.1 through 403.4.3. 

(Explanation: The diagrams are intended to assist iMth egress in such occupancies - specifically, the 
primaryteacher is not always present to assist children !Mth egress. Also, such 'Aili help reinforce evacuatiCYI 

auirements"l •••••••••••••••• 

***Section 405.5; change to read as follows: 

405.5 Time. The fire code official may reguire an evacuation drill at any time. Drills shall be held at 
unexpected times and under varying conditions to simulate the unusual conditions that occur in case of fire. 

Exceptions: 
1. {No change.} 
2. {No change.} 
3. Notification of teachers/staff having supe1"V1s1on of light- or sound-sensit:i\e 

students/occupants. such as those on the autism soectrum. for the protection of those 
students/occupants. shall be allowed prior to conducting a drill. 

(Explanation: This change clarifies ooo may require a fire or evacuation drill, and also allows for 
consideration/protection of students/occupants ooo may be severely negatively impacted by the natured 
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a fire alarm notification during a practice drill.) 

**Section 501.4; change to read as follows: 

501.4 Timing of Installation. When fire apparatus access roads or a water supply for fire protection is 
required to be installed for any structure or development. they shall be installed. tested. and approved prior 
to the time of which construction has progressed beyond completion of the foundation of any structure. , 
sush prgtestign shall be installed and R1ade sen.1seable pr:igrtg and dur:ing the tiR1e gf sgnstrustign ex.sept 
when apprgwd alternatiw rnethgds gf prgtestjgn are prg\4ded. TeR1pgrary street signs shall be installed at 
eash street intersestign when sgnstrt.1stign gf ne'al1 rgad•1.iays allgws passage by whisles in assgrdanse \•Ath 
Sestign 505.2. 

(Explanation: Reflects current practice in the State relative to ensuring fire department and EMS access 
durin construction, which can be a time of increased fre uenc for eme enc incidents. 

**Section 503. 1. 1; add sentence to read as follows: 

Except for one- or two-family dwellings. the path of measurement shall be along a minimum of a 10 feet 
(3048 mm) wide unobstructed pathway around the external walls of the structure. 

**Section 503.2.1; change to read as follows: 

503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than~ 24 
feet (90Q9 R1R1 7315 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance IMth 
Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 1J feet 9 ins hes (4115 R1R1) 14 
feet (4267 mm). 

Exception: Vertical clearance may be reduced: provided such reduction does not impair access by 
fire apparatus and approved signs are installed and maintained indicating the established vertical 
clearance when approved. 

(Explanation: Amendments to 503.2.1and503.2.2 recognize that the equipment now used in 
firefighting is increasing in size. The code already recognizes that larger dimensions may be required 
under Section 
503. 2. 2. The amendments are to standardize the dimensions for this area. With the increase in fire 
a aratus size, this wll allow for the ass a e of too fire a aratus durin a fire or EMS eme enc . 

**Section 503. 2. 2; change to read as follows: 

503.2.2 Authority. The fire code official shall have the authority to require gr peFR1it rngdifisatigns tg the 
re'lblired an increase in the minimum access widths and vertical clearances where they are inadequate b' 
fire or rescue operations or where necessary to meet the public safety objectives of the jurisdiction. 

(Explanation: Amendments to 503. 2. 1 and 503. 2. 2 recognize that the equipment now used in 
firefighting is increasing in size. The code already recognizes that larger dimensions may be required 
under Section 
503. 2. 2. The amendments are to standardize the dimensions for this area. With the increase in fire 
a aratus size this wll allow for the assa e of too fire a aratus durin a fire or EMS eme enc . 

***Section 503.2.3; change Section 503.2.3 to read as follows: 

503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support imposed leads 
of 85.000 Lbs. for fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving capabilities. 
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(Explanation: To address the current size of fire trucks in use - figure derived from DOT requirements for 
vvaiver of vehicle exceeding such weight and from current maximum weights of fire trucks being 

urchased b "urisdictions in Texas. 

**Section 503. 3; change to read as follows: 

503.3 Marking. Wher:& r:&qYired by the fire Gode ofilGial, approved signs or other approwd notiGes or 
rriarkings that inGIYde the \OOrds NO PARKING FIRE LANE Striping. signs. or other markings. when 
approved by the fire code official. shall be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads 
or prohibit the obstruction thereof. The rrieans by whiGh fir:& lanes ar:& designated Striping. signs and other 
markings shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at all times and be replaced or repaired Wien 
necessary to provide adequate visibility. 

ill Striping - Fire apparatus access roads shall be continuously marked by painted lines of red traffic 
paint six inches (6") in width to show the boundaries of the lane. The words "NO PARKING FIRE LANE" 
or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING" shall appear in four inch (4") white letters at 25 feet intervals on the red 
border markings along both sides of the fire lanes. Where a curb is available. the striping shall be on 
the vertical face of the curb. 

ill. Signs-Signs shall read "NO PARKING FIRE LANE" or"FIRE LANE NO PARKING" and shall be 
12" wide and 18" high. Signs shall be painted on a white background with letters and borders in red. 
using not less than 2" lettering. Signs shall be permanently affixed to a stationary post and the t:xXtom 
of the sign shall be six feet. six inches (6'6") above finished grade. Signs shall be spaced not more than 
fifty feet (50') apart along both sides of the fire lane. Signs may be installed on permanent buildings or 
walls or as approved by the Fire Marshal. 

(Explanation: Establishes a standard method of marking and reflects State long-standing practices.) 

**Section 503.4; change to read as follows: 

503.4 Obstruction of Fire Apparatus Access Roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall not be 
obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and clearances 
established in Section 503.2.1 and 503.2.2 and any area marked as a fire lane as described in Section 
503.3 shall be maintained at all times. 

(Explanation: As originally V'.Orded, the section implied that vehicles could be parl<ed in the marl<ed fire lane 
and not be in violation if the minimum wdth is still maintained. Current accepted enforcement practice is 
to re uire the entire marked fire lane to be maintained clear and unobstructed. 

505.1 Address Identification. New and existing buildings shall be provided with approved address 
identification. The address identification shall be legible and placed in a position that is visible from the 
street or road fronting the property. Address identification characters shall contrast with their backgrol.lld. 
Address numbers shall be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall not be spelled out. Each 
character shall be not less than 4 inGhes (102 rrirri) 6 inches (152.4 mm) high with a minimum strokelMdth 
of 1/2 inch (12.7 mm). Where required by the fire code official, address numbers shall be provided in 
additional approved locations to facilitate emergency response. Where access is by means of a private 
road. buildings do not immediately front a street. and/or the building cannot be viewed from the public~. 
a monument, pole or other sign with approved 6 inch (152.4 mm) height building numerals or addresses 
and 4 inch (101.6 mm) height suite/apartment numerals of a color contrasting with the background of the 
building or other approved means shall be used to identify the structure. Numerals or addresses shall be 
posted on a minimum 20 inch (508 mm) by 30 inch (762 mm) background on border. 
Address identification shall be maintained. 

Exception: R-3 Single Family occupancies shall have approved numerals of a minimum 3 }'2 inches 
(88.9 mm) in height and a color contrasting with the background clearly visible and legible from the 
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street fronting the property and rear alleyway where such alleyway exists. 

(Explanation: To increase the minimum addressing requirements for commercial properties and establish 
a minimum for single-family residential properties such improves legibility of these signs which are criticci 
to emergency response in a more timely manner.) 

***Section 507.1.1; Add to read as follows: 

507.1.1 Water Supply. The approwd water supply for the fire protection water shall be a standalone system 
and not in combination with the domestic water line. Separate tap connections shall be made for 
each. 

**Section 507.4; change to read as follows: 

507.4 Water Supply Test Date and Information. The water supply test used for hydraulic calculation <:i 
fire protection systems shall be conducted in accordance with NFPA 291 "Recommended Practice for Fire 
Flow Testing and Marking of Hydrants" and within one year of sprinkler plan submittal. The fire code officici 
shall be notified prior to the water supply test. Water supply tests shall be witnessed by the fire code officici, 
as required or approvad doc1o1r+1entation of the test shall be proi.4ded to the fif9 sgQ8 g#isia! pr:ior to final 
appro11al of the 'Nater s1o1pply syster+i. The exact location of the staticlresidual hydrant and the flow hydrant 
shall be indicated on the design drawings. All fire protection plan submittals shall be accompanied by a 
hard copy of the water-flow test report. or as approwd by the fire code official. The report must indicate the 
dominant water tank lewl at the time of the test and the maximum and minimum operating lewls of the 
tank. as well. or identify applicable water supply fluctuation. The licensed contractor must then desigi the 
fire protection system based on this fluctuation information. as per the applicable referenced NFPA 
standard. Reference Section 903.3.5 for additional design requirements. 

**Section 507.5.4; change to read as follows: 

507.5.4 Obstruction. Unobstructed access to fire hydrants shall be maintained at all times. Posts. 
fences. whicles. growth. trash. storage and other materials or objects shall not be placed or kept near fire 
hydrants. fire department inlet connections or fire protection system control valws in a manner that would 
prewnt such equipment or fire hydrants from being immediately discernible. The fire department shall not 
be deterred or hindered from gaining immediate access to fire protection equipment or fire hydrants. 

(Explanation: Additional guidance based on legacy language to ensure these critical devices are 
available inan eme enc incident. 

**Section 509.1.2; add to read as follows: 

509.1.2 Sign Requirements. Unless more stringent requirements apply. lettering for signs required by tlis 
section shall haw a minimum height of 2 inches (50.8 mm) when located inside a building and 4 
inches (101.6 mm) when located outside. or as approwd by the fire code official. The letters shall be ci a 
color that contrasts with the background. 

(Explanation: Provides direction as to appropriate sign criteria to develop local and State 
consistenc in this re ard. 

***Section 605.4 through 605.4. 2.2; change to read as follows: 

605.4 Fuel oil storage systems. Fuel oil storage systems fur b1o1ildin9 heatin9 syst8r+is shall be installed 
and maintained in accordance with this code. Tanks and fuel-oil piping systems shall be installed in 
accordance with Chapter 13 of the lntemational Mechanical Code and Chapter 57. 

605.4.1 Fuel oil storage in outside, above-ground tanks. Where connected to a fuel-oil piping 
system, the maximum amount of fuel oil storage allowed outside abow ground without additional 
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protection shall be 660 gallons (2498 L). The storage of fuel oil abow ground in quantities 
exceeding 660 gallons (2498 L) shall comply with NFPA 31 and Chapter 57. 

605.4.1.1 Approval. Outdoor fuel oil storage tanks shall be in accordance with UL 142 or 
UL 2085, and also listed as double-wall/secondary containment tanks. 

605.4.2 Fuel oil storage inside buildings. Fuel oil storage inside buildings shall comply with 
Sections 605.4.2.2 through 605.4.2.~ and Chapter 57. 

605.4.2.1 Approval. Indoor fuel oil storage tanks shall be in accordance with UL 80, UL 
142 or UL 2085. 

605.4.2.2 Quantity limits. One or more fuel oil storage tanks containing Class II or Ill 
combustible liquid shall be permitted in a building. The aggregate capacity cl all tanks shall 
not exceed the following: 

1. 660 gallons (2498 L) in unsprinklered buildings, where stored in a tank complyil'YJ 
with UL 80, UL 142 or UL 2085. and also listed as a double-wall/secondary 
containment tank for Class II liquids. 

2. 1,320 gallons (4996 L) in buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, where stored in a tank complying with UL 142 or 
UL 2085. The tank shall be listed as a secondary containment tank, and theseconday 
containment shall be monitored \Asually or automatically. 

3. 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) in buildings equipped with an automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, where stored in protected abow-ground tanks 
complying with UL 2085 and Section 5704.2.9.7. The tank shall be listed as a 
secondary containment tank, as required by UL 2085, and the secondary contairment 
shall be monitored \Asually or automatically. 

(Explanation: Issues addressed by Chapter 57, such as venting to outside of buildings, remote fill to 
outside of building, overfill protection, physical protection, etc., are not included in Section 605.4, so 
compliance wth Chapter 57 is also required. We removed the applicability to heating systems only from 
the charging statement based on this more prudent method of diesel storage for generators, boilers, fire 
pumps and other fuel-fired equipment inside buildings wthout requiring Group H occupancy classification 
- this is now established practice in the State of Texas as 'Aell.) 

**Section 807.5.2.2 and 807.5.2.3 applicable to GroupE occupancies; change to read as follows: 

807 .5.2.2 Artwork in Corridors. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of corridors 
to not more than 20 percent of the wall area. Such materials shall not be continuous from floor to ceiling 
or wall to wall. Curtains. draperies. wall hangings. and other decoratiw material suspended from the walls 
or ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of N FPA 701 in accordance with Section 
807 or be noncombustible. 

Exception: Corridors protected by an approwd automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area. 

807.5.2.3 Artwork in Classrooms. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on walls of 
classrooms to not more than 50 percent of the specific wall area to which they are attached. Curtains. 
draperies. wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or ceilings 
shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance Vvith Section 
807 or be noncombustible. 

(Explanation: This change allovvs an increase in wall coverage due to the presence of sprinklers. 
Also rovides additional uidance relative to fire resistance re uirements in these areas. -----· 
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**Section 807. 5. 5.2 and 807.5. 5.3 applicable to Group 1-4 occupancies; change to read as follows: 

807 .5.5.2 Artwork in Corridors. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of corridors 
to not more than 20 percent of the wall area. Such materials shall not be continuous from floor to ceilioo 
or wall to wall. Curtains. draperies. wall hangings and other decorati-.e material suspended from the wals 
or ceilings shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Sectioo 
807 or be noncombustible. 

Exception: Corridors protected by an appro-.ed automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area. 

807.5.5.3 Artwork in Classrooms. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on walls of classrocms 
to not more than 50 percent of the specific wall area to which they are attached. Curtains. draperies. wall 
hangings and other decorati-.e material suspended from the walls or ceilings shall meet the flame 
propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be noncombustible. 

(Explanation: This change al/ovvs an increase in wall coverage due to the presence of sprinklers. Also 
provides additional guidance relative to fire resistance requirements in these areas.) 

**Section 901. 6. 1.1; add to read as follows: 

901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing. Building owners/managers must maintain and test standpipe systems as 
per NFPA 25 requirements. The following additional requirements shall be applied to the testing that is 
required e-.erv 5 years: 

1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the standpipe shall be back-flushed 
or inspected by appro-.ed camera when foreign material is present or when caps are missing, and 
also hydrostatically tested for all FDC's on any type of standpipe system. Hydrostatic testing shal 
also be conducted in accordance with NFPA 25 requirements for the different types of standpipe 
systems. 

2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not ha~ng an automatic water supply capable of 
flowing water through the standpipe. the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or portable 
pumping system (as appro-.ed by the fire code official) to each FDC. and flow water through the 
standpipe system to the roof outlet to -.erify that each inlet connection functions property. Confinn 
that there are no open hose val-.es prior to introducing water into a dry standpipe. There is no 
required pressure criteria at the outlet. Verify that check val-.es function properly and that there are 
no closed control val-.es on the system . 

.3.., Any pressure relief. reducing. or control val-.es shall be tested in accordance with the requirements 
of NFPA 25. All hose val-.es shall be exercised. 

4. If the FDC is not already pro~ded with appro-.ed caps. the contractor shall install such caps for all 
FDC's as required by the fire code official. 

§.. Upon successful completion of standpipe test. place a blue tag (as per Texas Administrati\e Code. 
Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection. Test and Maintenance Se™ce (ITM) Tag) at the bottom of each 
standpipe riser in the building. The tag shall be check-marked as "Fifth Year'' for Type of ITM.and 
the note on the back of the tag shall read "5 Year Standpipe Test" at a minimum. 

6. The procedures required by Texas Administrati-.e Code Fire Sprinkler Rules with regard to YellON 
Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies noted during the testing, including the required notification 
of the local Authority Ha~ng Jurisdiction (fire code officici} shall be followed. 

L Additionally. records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner and contractor. if applicable. 
as required by the State Rules mentioned abo-.e and NFPA 25. 
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8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the building shall not be conducted 
during freezing conditions or during the day prior to expected night time freezing conditions. 

~ Contact the fire code official for requests to remo-..e existing fire hose from Class II and Ill standpipe 
systems where employees are not trained in the utilization of this firefighting equipment. All 
standpipe hose val-..es must remain in place and be pro\1ded with an appro-..ed cap and chain when 
approval is gi-..en to remo-..e hose by the fire code official. 

(Explanation: Increases the reliability of the fire protection system and re-emphasizes the requirements cl 
NFPA 25 relative to standpipe systems, as well as ensuring that FOG connections are similarly 
tested/maintained to ensure operation in an emergency incident.) 

**Section 901.6.4; add to read as follows: 

901.6.4 False Alarms and Nuisance Alarms. False alarms and nuisance alarms shall not be gi-..en. 
signaled or transmitted or caused or permitted to be gi-..en. signaled or transmitted in any manner. 

(Explanation: Places the responsibility on the business or property m'\ner to maintain their fire alamJ 
systems in approved condition. Allows the enforcement of "prohibition of false alarms". Replaces text lost 
from thelegacy codes that helps to ensure the maintenance of life safety systems.) 

**Section 901. 7; change to read as follows: 

901. 7 Systems Out of Service. Where a required fire protection system is out of service or in the e-..ent 
of an excessi-..e number of activations, the fire department and the fire code official shall be notified 
immediately and, where required by the fire code official, the building shall either be evacuated or an 
approved fire watch shall be pro"1ded for all occupants left unprotected by the shut down until the fire 
protection system has been returned to service .... {Remaining text unchanged} 

(Explanation: Gives fire code official more discretion wth regards to enforcement of facilities experiencif9 
nuisance alarm or fire protection system activations necessitating correction/repair/replacement. The intent 
of the amendment is to allow local jurisdictions to enforce fire watches, etc., ooere needed to ensure safety 
of occu ants ooere fire rotection s stems are ex, eriencin multi le nuisance activations. 

**Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows: 

903.1.1 Alternative Protection. Altemati-..e automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying with Section 
904 shall be permitted instead Qf in addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by the 
applicable standard aRd. or as approved by the fire code official. 
(Explanation: Such alternative systems do not provide the reliability of automatic sprinkler protection. MJst 
gaseous type systems are highly susceptible to open doors, ceilif9 or floor tile removal, etc. However, an 
applicant could pursue an Alternate Method request to help mitigate the reliability issues !Mth these 
alternative systems wth the fire code official if so desired, or there may be circumstances in ""1ich the fire 
code official is acceptable to allowng an alternate system in lieu of sprinklers, such as kitchen hoods a 
paint booths.) 

**Section 903. 2; add paragraph to read as follows and delete the Exception for telecommunications 
buildings: 

Automatic Sprinklers shall not be installed in elevator machine rooms. elevator machine spaces. and 
elevator hoist-ways. other than pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements 
under any circumstances. Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator machine room. Signage shall be 
pro"1ded at the entry doors to the elevator machine room indicating "ELEVATOR MACHINERY - NO 
STORAGE ALLOWED." 

23 



(Explanation: Firefighter and public safety. This amendment eliminates the shunt trip requirement of the 
lntemational Building Code Section 3005. 5 for the purpose of elevator passenger and firefighter safety. 
This amendment is contingent on the Building Code amendment eliminating the Exceptions to Sectioo 
3005.4, such that passive fire barriers for these areas are maintained. The exception deletion is due to the 
fact that such telecom areas pose an undue fire risk to the structural integrity of the building.) 

***Section 903.2.4.2; change to read as follows: 

903.2.4.2 Group F-1 distilled spirits. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout a Group 
F-1 fire area used for the manufacture of distilled spirits in"1Jlving more than 120 gallons of distilled spirits 
(> 16% alcohol) in the fire area at any one time. 

(Explanation: To establish a sprinkler criteria limit based on existing maximum allowable quantities provided 
for flammable liquids in a non-sprinklered space from Chapter 50 and allow very small distillery type 
operations wthout sprinkler requirements as has been historically alloVt.ed.) 

***Section 903.2.9.3; change to read as follows: 

903.2.9.3 Group S-1 distilled spirits or wine. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided througrout 
a Group S-1 fire area used for the bulk storage of distilled spirits or wine in"1Jlving more than 120 gallons 
of distilled spirits or wine (>16% alcohol) in the fire area at any one time. 

(Explanation: To establish a sprinkler criteria limit based on existing maximum allowable quantities provided 
for flammable liquids in a non-sprinklered space from Chapter 50 and allow very small storage operations 
wthout sprink /er requirements as has been historically alloVt.ed.) 

**Section 903.2.9.4 and 903.2.9.5; delete exception to 903.2.9.4 and add Section 903.2.9.5 to read as 
follows: 

903.2.9.5 Self-Service Storage Facility. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all 
self-service storage facilities. 

(Explanation: Fire departments are unable to regularly inspect the interior of these commercial occupancies 
and are unaware of the contents being stored. Previous allowance to separate units by fire barriers is 
difficult to enforce maintenance after opening.) 

Section 903. 2. 11; change 903. 2.11. 3 and add 903. 2.11. 7, 903. 2.11. 8, and 903. 2.11. 9 as follows: 

903.2.11.3 Buildings SS 35 feet or more in height. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings that have one or more stories with an QGG1:1pant lgad gf JO gr R1Qre. other than 
penthouses in compliance with Section 1511 of the lntemationa/ Building Code. located 5S 35 feet 
(~ 10 668 mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, measured to the 
finished floor. 

Ex~eptign: 

1. OGG1:1panGi&s in '9F91:1p F 2. 

903.2. 11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage. For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet 
(4572 mm). see Chapter 32 to determine if those provisions apply. 

903.2. 11.8 Spray Booths and Rooms. New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system. 

903.2. 11.9 Buildings Over 6.000 sa. ft. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout 
all buildings with a building area 6.000 sq. ft. or greater and in all existing buildings that are enlarged to 
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be 6.000 sq. ft. or greater. For the purpose of this provision. fire walls shall not define separate buildings. 

Exception: Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.5 of the International Building Code 
where all of the following conditions apply: 

a. The structure is freestandina. 
b. The structure does not contain any mixed uses. accessory uses. storage rooms. 

electrical rooms. elevators or spaces used or occupied for anything other than motcr 
whicle parking. 

c. The structure does not exceed 3 stories. 
d. An approwd fire apparatus access road is provided around the entire structure 

(Explanation: Provides jurisdictions options as to their desired level of sprinkler protection based oo 
multiple factors including firefighting philosophies/capabilities.) 

**Section 903. 3. 1.1. 1; change to read as follows: 

903.3. 1.1.1 Exempt Locations. When approwd by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers shall rd be 
required in the following rooms or areas where such ... {text unchanged} ... because it is damp, of fire­
resistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment. 

1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire 
hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of the 
contents, where approwd by the fire code official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms. under the direct control of a public utility. separated from the 
remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fire­
resistance rating of not less than 2 hours. 

4. R99R1S gr areas that are gf ngnc9R1b1::1stible cgnstNcti9n v,iith whglly nQnCQR1b1::1stible cgntente. 
5. Fire sel"\4ce access Elevator machine rooms, aR4 machinery spaces, and hoist-ways. other than 

pits where such sprinklers would not necessitate shunt trip requirements under any circumstances. 
6. {Delete.} 

(Explanation: Gives more direction to code official. Exception 4 deleted to provide protection 'khere fire 
risks are poorly addressed. Amendment 903. 2 addresses Exception 5 above relative to the eliminatioo cl 
s rink/er rotection in these areas to avoid the shunt tri re uirement. 

***Section 903.3.1.2; change to read as follows: 

903.3. 1.2 NFPA 13R sprinkler systems. Automatic sprinkler systems in Group R occupancies shall 
be permitted to be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13R where the Group R occupancy 
meets all of the following conditions: 

1. Four stories or less abow grade plane. 
2. The floor lewl of the highest story is JO 35 feet (Q.:t.44. 10668 mm) or less abow the lowest lewl of 

fire department whicle access. 
3. The floor lewl of the lowest story is JO 35 feet (Q.:t.44. 10668 mm) or less below the lowest lewl of 

fire department whicle access. 
{No change to remainder of section.} 

(Explanation: The change to the 2021 IFC over-reached to limit 13R systems to 30 ft. high at topmost floor 
level, 'khich basically results in limiting 13R systems to 3 story buildings in reality. This change to 35 ft. 
1MJuld still allow 13R systems in 4 story apartment buildings, as has been allowed historically and as 
intended b 13R's sco e. 

***Section 903.3.1.2.2; change to read as follows: 

903.3. 1.2.2 Corridors and balconies in the i:neana of egre&&. Sprinkler protection shall be provided in 
2.lLcorridors and for filLbalconies. in the Rleans gf esress where any gf the f.Qllov.1in9 cgnditigns apply: 
{Delete the rest of this section.} 

25 



(Explanation: Corridor protection is critical to the means of egress, and corridors are regularly utilized for 
miscellaneous storage, fixtures, artv.ork, food kiosks and beverage dispensers, and furnishings. Balcooy 
protection is required due to issues Vtith fire exposure via soffit vents and the potential for significcnt 
combustible loading.) 

**Section 903.3.1.2.3; delete section and replace as follows: 

Section 903.3.1.2.3 Attached Garaaesand Attics. Sprinkler protection is required in attached garages. 
and in the following attic spaces: 

1. Attics that are used or intended for li'.Ang purnoses or storage shall be protected by an 
automatic sprinkler system. 

2. Where fuel-fired equipment is installed in an unsprinklered attic. not fewer than one quick­
response intermediate temperature sprinkler shall be installed above the equipment. 

3. Attic spaces of buildings that are two or more stories in height above grade plane or above 
the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 

4. Group R-4. Condition 2 occupancy attics not required by Item 1 or 3 to have sprinklers shall 
comply with one of the following: 

4.1. Pro'.Ade automatic sprinkler system protection. 
4.2. Pro'.Ade a heat detection system throughout the attic that is arranged to activate the 

building fire alarm system. 
4.3. Construct the attic using noncombustible materials. 
4.4. Construct the attic using fire-retardant-treated wood complying with Section 2303.2 

of the International Building Code. 
il f'ill the attic with noncoR19Ysti91e insylation. 

(Explanation: Attic protection is required due to issues Vtith fire exposure via soffit vents, as v,,ell as firefighter 
safety. Several jurisdictions indicated experience Vtith un-protected attic fires resulting in displacement d 
all building occupants. NFPA 13 provides for applicable attic sprinkler protection requirements, as v,,el/ as 
exemptions to such, based on noncombustible construction, etc. Attached garages already require 
s rinklers via NFPA 13R-this amendment ·ust re-em hasizes the re uirement. 

**Section 903.3.1.3; change to read as follows: 

903.3.1.3 NFPA 130 Sprinkler Systems. Automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- and two-family 
dv,,el/ings; Group R-3; Group R-4, Condition 1; and to'Mlhouses shall be permitted to be installedthrougmut: 
in accordance with NFPA 130 or in accordance with state law. 

(Explanation: To allow the use of the Plumbing section of the International Residential Code (/RC) and 
reco nize current state sti ulations in this re ard. 

**Section 903.3.1.4; add to read as follows: 

903.3.1.4 Freeze protection. Freeze protection systems for automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be in 
accordance with the requirements of the applicable referenced NFPA standard and this section. 

903.3.1.4.1 Attics. Only dry-pipe. pre-action. or listed antifreeze automatic fire sprinkler systems 
shall be allowed to protect attic soaces. 

Exception: Wet-pioe fire sprinkler systems shall be allowed to protect non-ventilated attic 
spaces where: 

1. The attic sprinklers are supplied by a separate floor control va Ive assembly to alloN 
ease of draining the attic system without impairing sprinklers throughout the rest cl 
the building. and 

2. Adequate heat shall be pro'.Aded for freeze protection as per the applica~ 
referenced NFPA standard. and 

3. The attic space is a part of the building's thermal. or heat. envelope. such that 
insulation is pro'.Aded at the roof deck. rather than at the ceiling level. 

903.3. 1.4.2 Heat trace/insulation. Heat trace/insulation shall only be allowed where approved by 
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the fire code official for small sections of large diameter water-filled pipe. 

(Explanation: severe wnters brought to light several issues wth current practices for placing fire sprinklets 
in attics, not the least of Wiich was oot-pipe sprinklers in ventilated attics provided wth space heaters, etc. 
for freeze protection of such piping. This practice is not acceptable for the protection of water-filled piping 
in a ventilated attic space as it does not provide a reliable means of maintaining the minimum 40 degrees 
required by NFPA, wastes energy, and presents a potential ignition source to the attic space. Listed 
antifreeze is specifically included because NFPA currently allows such even though there is no currently 
listed antifreeze at the time of development of these amendments. The intent of this amendment is to help 
reduce the large number of freeze breaks that have occurred in the past wth water-filled oot-pipe sprinkler 
systems in the future, most specifically in attic spaces. -------· **Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 

Water supply as required for such systems shall be pro'IAded in conformance with the supply requirements 
of the respecti\€ NFPA standards: howe\er. e\ery water-based fire protection system shall be designed 
with a 10 psi safety factor. Reference Section 507.4 for additional design requirements. 

**Section 903.4; add a second paragraph a'fter the exceptions to read as follows: 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be pro'IAded for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control val\€5 
in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection val\es shall be 
electrically superv;sed to initiate a superv;sorv signal at the central station upon tampering. 

**Section 903.4.2; add second paragraph to read as follows: 

The alarm de'IAce required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe notification 
appliance with a minimum 75 caidela strobe rating. installed as close as practicable to the fire department 
connection. 

(Explanation: Fire department connections are not always located at the riser; this allows the fire 
de artment faster access and ease of reco nition of the FDC location, es eciall at ni ht. 

**Section 905. 3. 9; add to read as follows: 

905.3.9 Buildings Exceeding 10.000 sa. ft. In buildings exceeding 10.000 square feet in area per stav 
and where any portion of the building's interior area is more than 200 feet (60960 mm) of tra\€1. \ertical!v 
and horizontally. from the nearest point of fire department \ehicle access. Class I automatic wet or mal'l.lal 
wet standpipes shall be pro'IAded. 

Exceptions: 
1. Automatic dry. semi-automatic dry. and manual drv standpipes are allowed as pro'IAded for in 

NFPA 14 where appro\ed by the fire code official. 
2. R-2 occupancies of four stories or less in height ha'IAng no interior corridors. 

er structures. 

**Section 905.4; change Item 1, 3, and 5, and add Item 7 to read as follows: 

1. In e\ery required inh~rior exit stairway, a hose connection shall be pro'IAded for each story abo\€ 
and below grade plane. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate landing between 
stories, unless otherwise appro\ed by the fire code official. 
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Exception: {No change.} 
2. {No change.} 
3. In ewry exit passageway, at the entrance from the extt passageway to other areas of a building. 

Exception: Where floor areas adjacent to an exit passageway are reachable from an 
inter:igr exit stairway hose connection by a {remainder of text unchanged} 

4. {No change.} 
5. Where the roof has a slope less than4 units wrtical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percentslope), each 

standpipe shall be prmAded with a two-way a-hose connection shall be located to serw the roof or 
at the highest landing of an inter:igr exit stairway with stair access to the roof provided in accordance 
with Section 1011.12. 

6. {No change.} 
7. When required by this Chapter. standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all required 

exits to the structure and at two hundred feet (200') intervals along major corridors thereafter. or as 
otherwise approwd by the fire code official. 

(Explanation: Item 1, 3, and 5 amendments to remove 'interior'wll help to clarify that such connections ate 
required for all 'exit' stairways, to ensure firefighter capabilities are not diminished in these tall buildings, 
simply because the stair is on the exterior of the building. Item 5 reduces the amount of pressure required 
to facilitate testing, and provides backup protection for fire fighter safety. Item 7 allovvs for the rapid 
de lo ment of hose lines to the bod of the fire. 

***Section 905. B; change to read as follows: 

905.8 Dry standpipes. Dry standpipes shall not be installed. 
Exception: Where subject to freezing and in accordance with NFPA 14. Additionally. manual dry 
standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a maximum of 40 psig air 
pressure with a high/low Supervisory alarm. 

(Explanation: To define manual dry standpipe supeNision requirements. Helps ensure the integrity of the 
standpipe system via supervision, such that open hose valves wll result in a supervisory low air alarm. 
NFPA 14 requires supervisory air for such, but does not provide pressure criteria for i.M?at that means. This 
is a Ion -standin State re uirement. 

**Section 905. 9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows: 

Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detectioo of water flow for more than 45 seconds. All control val\€S 
in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valws shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering. 

Ex lanation: To avoid si nificant water losses. Consistent wth amendment to IFC 903.4. ---***Section 906.1(11: delete Exception 3 as follows: 

J. In stgrage areas gf Qrg1.1p S gss1.1pansies 1.vhere fQrklift, pgwered ind1.1strial tFblsk gr pg•Nered 
sart gperatgrs are the pr:in:iar:y gss1.1pants, 
fixed exting1.1ishers, as spesilied in MFPA 10, shall ngt be req1.1ired where in assgr:danse with all '1 
the fgllgwing: 

J, 1. Use gf vahisle n:ig1.1nted exting1.1ishers shall be apprgwd by the fire sgde gfijsial. 
J.2. Eash whisle shall be eq1.1ipped 1Nith a 1 O pg1.1nd, 40.A.:SOB:C extin91.1isher aftixed tg 
the whisle 1.1sing a n:ig1.1ntin9 brasket approwd 
by the extin91.1isher n:ian1.1fasa.irer gr the fire sgde gftisial fQr 1Jehis1.1lar 1.1se. 
J,J, l).Jgt less than tv,ig spare exting1.1ishers gf eq1.1al gr greater rating shall be available gn 
site tg replase a disshar9ed extin91.1isher. 
J.4. Vehisle gperatgrs shall be trained in the prgper gperatign, 1.1se and inspestign r;I 
exting1.1ishers. 
J.5. lnspestigns gfvahisle n:ig1.1nted exting1.1ishers shall be perfgrn:ied daily. 
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(Explanation: This provision of only having vehicle-mounted fire extinguishers is not consistent vith 
historical practice of requiring extinguishers throughout based on travel distance. Often times, the vehicle 
is iMlat has caused the incident and/or may be the source of the incident, so having the extinguisher vehick:r 
mounted results in greater potential injury of the user. This assumes the only occupants in the building are 
on a vehicle, iMlich again, significantly reduces access to fire extinguishers throughout the building to ether 
occupants. Future use of the building/tenancy may change further complicating the issue.) 

Section 907.1.2 Fire Alarm Shop Drawings; Add the following 

*** 907.1.2.1 Device Map. All new fire alarm systems that contains 20 or more detection devices. the 
devices must be identified on the exterior of the device and a waterproof map showing the location of the 
notification devices must be maintained at the FACP. 

(Explanation: To assist fire department personnel to be able to rapidly identify the location of the device 
that is in notification to expedite mitigation of the incident 

**Section 907.1.4; add to read as follows: 

907.1.4 Design Standards. Where a new fire alarm system is installed. the devices shall be addressable. 
Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke detectors shall ha\e analog initiating devices. 

(Explanation: Provides for the ability of descriptive identification of alarms, and reduces need for 
panel replacement in the future. Change of terminology allows for reference back to definitions of NFPA 
72. 

**Section 907. 2. 1; change to read as follows: 

907.2.1 Group A. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 
accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group A occupancies whei:e the having an occupant 
load d1.1e tg the assen:ibly gbbblpam::y is of 300 or more persons, or where the Gr:g1.1p A occupant load is 
more than 100 persons abo\e or below the lovvest level of exit discharge. Group A occupancies rd 
separated from one another in accordance with Section 707.3.10 of the /ntemational Building Code shall 
be considered as a single occupancy for the purposes of applying this section. Portions of Group E 
occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the 
Group E occupancy. 

Exception: {No change.} 

Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall: 
l. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at the 

walking surface le'.tel. and 
z... Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions. 

(Explanation: Increases the requirement to be consistent vith Group B requirement. Also addresses issue 
found in Group A occupancies of reduced lighting levels and other AN equipment that distracts from fire 
alarm notification devices or reduces ability of fire alarm system to notify occupants of the emergency 

~1°nl.11111•111111 
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**Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows: 

907 .2.3 Group E. A manual fire alarm system that initiates the occupant notification signal utilizi~ an 
emergency \Oice/alarm communication system meeting the requirements of Section 907.5.2.2 and installed 
in accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational occupancies. When automatic 
sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the 
building fire alarm system. An appro\ed smoke detection system shall be installed in Group E day care 
occupancies. Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, all buildings. whether portable buildings 
or the main building. will be considered one building for alarm occupant load consideration and 
interconnection of alarm systems. 

Exceptions: 
1. {No change.} 

1.1. Residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children may use interconnected 
single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more than fi've children 2 1/2 
or less years of age. see Sectioo 907.2.6.) 

{No change to remainder of exceptions.} 

(Explanation: To distinguish educational from day care occupancy minimum protection requirements. 
Further, to define threshold at Vvflich portable buildings are considered a separate building for the purposes 
of alarms stems. Exce tions rovide consistenc wth State lawconcemin such occu ancies. 

***Section 907.2.10; change to read as follows: 

907.2.10 Group S. A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 
accordance with Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group S public- and self-storage occupancies~ 
stor:i9s or 9r9at9r in h9i9ht for interior corridors and interior common areas. Visible notification appliances 
are not required within storage units. 

Exception: {No change.} 

(Explanation: Because of the potential unknooo fire load and hazards in self-storage type facilities, Vvflich 
could include flammable liquids for instance, as I/Itel/ as other hazardous materials, prompt evacuation in 
the event of fire alarm is needed; therefore, notification in the corridors/common areas is critical to al 
such occu ancies, re ardless of hei ht. 

**Section 907.2.13, Exception 3. Change to read as follows: 

3. Open air portions of buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303. 1 of 
the International Building Code: howe\er. this exception does not apply to accessory uses including 
but not limited to sky boxes. restaurants, and similarly enclosed areas. 

(Explanation: To indicate that enclosed areas wthin open air seating type occupancies are not 
exem tedfrom automatic fire alarms stem re uirements. 

**Section 907.4.2.7; add to read as follows: 

907.4.2.7 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an appro'ved double action type. 

(Explanation: Helps to reduce false alarms.) 
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**Section 907. 6. 1.1; add to read as follows: 

907.6.1.1 Wiring Installation. All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that a failure of 
any single initiating de\'ice or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not interfere with the normal 
operation of other such de\'ices. All signaling line circuits (SLC) shall be installed in such a way that a~ 
open will not interfere with the operation of any addressable de\'ices (Class Al. Outgoing and return SLC 
conductors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72 requirements for Class A circuits and shall ha.e 
a minimum of four feet separation horizontal and one foot wrtical between supply and return circuit 
conductors. The initiating de\'ice circuit (IDC) from a signaling line circuit interface de\'ice may be wired 
Class B. pro\'ided the distance from the interface de\'ice to the initiating de\'ice is ten feet or less. 

**Section 907. 6. 3; delete all four Exceptions. 

(Explanation: To assist res{XJnding personnel in locating the emergency event for all fire alarm systems. 
This is moved from 907.6.5.3 in the 2018 IFC and rewrded to match new code Ian ua e and sections. 

**Section 907. 6. 6; add sentence at end of paragraph to read as follows: 

See 907.6.3 for the required information transmitted to the super\'ising station. 

(Explanation: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event for all fire alarm systems. 
This ~s moved from 907. 6. 5. 3 in the 2012 I FC and rewrded to match new code language and sections 
7e ac Ian ua e . ----**Section 910.2; change Exceptions 2. and 3. to read as follows: 

2. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall Mt be required in areas of buildings equipped with 
early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers. Automatic smoke and heat removal is 
prohibited. 

3. Only manual smoke and heat removal shall Mt be required in areas of buildings equipped with 
control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50(m*S)112 or less that are 
listed to control a fire in stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers. Automatic smoke and 
heat removal is prohibited. 

(Explanation: Allovvs the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event, vthile 
still prohibiting such systems from being automatically activated, ooich is a potential detriment to the 

particular sprinkler sys1te1m1s1i1nd1ic1a1teldl.)•··············· 
**Section 910.2.3; add to read as follows: 

910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows: 

1. In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3. any of which are more than 15.000 square feet 
{1394 m2) in single floor area. 

Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials. 
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£:. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2. 3. and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers. 
Class 1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides. Class 3 and 4 unstable (reacti....e) materials. 
or Class 2 or 3 water-reacti....e materials as required for a high-hazard commodity classification. 

Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials. 

(Explanation: Maintains a fire protection device utilized in such occupancies where it is sometimes 
necessary to allow chemicals to bum out, rather than extinguish..) 

**Section 910.4.3.1; change to read as follows: 

910.4.3.1 Makeup Air. Makeup air openings shall be provided within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the floor le....el. 
Operation of makeup air openings shall be ~anblal gr automatic. The minimum gross area of makeup air 
inlets shall be 8 square feet per 1,000 cubic feet per minute (0.74 m2 per 0.4719 m3/s) of smoke exhaust. 

(Explanation: Makeup air has been required to be automatic in this State when mechanical smd<e exhaust 
systems are proposed. This allo-ws such systems to be activated from the smoke control panel by first 
responders viithout having to physically go around the exterior of the building opening doors manually. Net 
having Makeup Air requires a significant numberof first responders on scene to conduct this operation and 
significantly delays activation and/or capability of the smoke exhaust system.) 

**Section 912. 2.3; add to read as follows: 

912.2.3 Hydrant Distance. An appro....ed fire hydrant shall be located within 100 feet of the fire department 
connection as the fire hose lays along an unobstructed path. measured as common lay. 

(Explanation: To accommodate limited hose lengths, improve response times where the FOG is needed to 
achieve fire control, and improve ease of locating a fire hydrant in those situations also. Also, consistent 
viith NFPA 14 criteria. 

**Section 913. 2. 1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows: 

When located on the ground le....el at an exterior wall. the fire pump room shall be provided with an 
exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. -8 in. in height. regardless 
of any interior doors that are provided. A key box shall be provided at this door. as required by Section 
506.1. 

Exception: When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other le....els or not at an exterior wall. 
the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be provided iMth 
equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room. or as appro....ed by the firecode official. 
Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1. 

(Explanation: This requirement allovvs fire fighters safer access to the fire pump room. The requirement 
allovvs access viithout being required to enter the building and locate the fire pump room interior access 
door during a fire event. The exception recognizes that this VIAii not always be a feasible design scenaio 
for some buildings, and as such, provides an acceptable alternative to protect the pathway to the fite punp 
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**Section 914.3.1.2; change to read as follows: 

914.3.1.2 Water Supply to required Fire Pumps. In all buildings that are more than 420 120 feet(~ 
36.6 m) in building height, and b1.1ildin9s ofType IVA and IVa sonstruGtion that are n:ior:e than 120 feet (J6..9 
n:i) in b1.1ildin9 hei9ht, required fire pumps shall be supplied by connections to no fewer than two water mains 
located in different streets. Separate supply piping shall be pro\Aded between each connection to the water 
main and the pumps. Each connection and the supply piping between the connection and the pumps shall 
be sized to supply the flow and pressure required for the pumps to operate. 

Exception: {No change to exception.} 

(Explanation: The 2009 edition of the IFC added this requirement based on a need for redundancy of the 
water supply similar to the redundancy of the po'llA3r supply to the fire pumps required for such tall buildings, 
parlially due to the fact that these buildings are rarely fully evacuated in a fire event. More commonly, the 
alarm activates on the floor of the event, the floor above and the floor below. Back-up po'llA3r to the fire pump 
becomes critical for this reason. 

**Section 1032.2; change to read as follows: 

1032.2 Reliability. Required exit accesses, exits and exit discharges shall be continuously maintained free 
from obstructions or impediments to full instant use in the case of fire or other emergency '.¥her:8 the b1.1ildiRQ 
ar:8a seMd by the 1+1eans of e91=9ss is oss1.1pied. An exit or exit passageway shall not be used forany 
purpose that interferes with a means of egress. 

(Explanation: Maintain legacy levels of protection and long-standing State practice, and provide firefighter 
safety.) 

**Section 1103.5.1; add sentence to read as follows: 

Fire sprinkler system installation shall be completed within 24 months from date of notification by the fire 
code official. 

(Explanation: This allows business oWJers adequate time tobudget to accanmodate the cost of the fire 
s rink /er s stem. 

**Section 1103.5.6; add to read as follows: 

1103.5.6 Spray Booths and Rooms. Existing spray booths and spray rooms shall be protected by an 
approved automatic fire-extinguishing system in accordance with Section 2404. 

1103.7.7 Fire Alarm System Design Standards. Where an existing fire alarm system is upgraded or 
replaced. the de\Aces shall be addressable. Fire alarm systems utilizing more than 20 smoke and/or heat 
detectors shall have analog initiating de\Aces. 

Exception: Existing systems need not comply unless the total building. or fire alarm system. remodel 
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or expansion exceeds 30% of the building. When cumulative building. or fire alarm system. remcx:te! 
or expansion initiated after the date of original fire alarm panel installation exceeds 50% of the building. 
or fire alarm system. the fire alarm system must comply within 18 months of permit application. 

1103. 7. 7.1 Communication requirements. Refer to Section 907 .6.6 for applicable requirements. 

(Explanation: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event and provide clarity as 
to percentages of WJrk that results in a requirement to upgrade the entire fire alarm system.) 

***Section 1203; change and add to read as follows: 

1203.1.1 {No change.} 
1203.1.2 {No change.} 
1203.1.3 Installation. Emergency power systems and standby power systems shall be installed in 
accordance with the International Building Code, NFPA 70, NFPA 110and NFPA 111. Existing installations 
shall be maintained in accordance with the original approval. except as specified in Chapter 11. 
1203.1.4 {No change.} 
1203.1.5 Load Duration. Emergency power systems and standby power systems shall be designed to 
pro\Ade the required power for a minimum duration of 2 hours without being refueled or recharged, unless 
specified otherwise in this code. 

Exception: Where the system is supplied with natural gas from a utility pro\Ader and is approved. 
1203.1.6 through 1203.1.9 {No changes to these sections.} 
1203.1.10 Critical Operations Power Systems (COPS). For Critical Operations Power Systems 
necessary to maintain continuous power supply to facilities or parts of facilities that require continuoos 
operation for the reasons of public safety. emergency management. national security. or business 
continuity. see NFPA 70. 
1203.2 Where Required. Emergency and standby power systems shall be pro\Aded where required by 
Sections 1203.2.1 through 1203.2.~26 or elsewhere identified in this ccx:te or any other referenced code. 
1203.2.1 through 1203.2.3 {No change.} 
1203.2.4 Emergency Voice/alarm Communications Systems. Emergency power shall be pro\Aded for 
emergency \Oice/alarm communications systems in the following occupancies. or as specified elsewhere 
in this code. as required in Section 907.5.2.2.5. The system shall be capable of powering the required load 
for a duration of not less than 24 hours, as required in NFPA 72. 

Covered and Open Malls. Section 907.2.20 and 914.2 
Group A Occupancies. Sections 907.2.1 and 907.5.2.2 
Special Amusement Areas. Section 907.2.12 and 914.7 
High-rise Buildings. Section 907.2.13 and 914.3 
Atriums. Section 907.2.14 and 914.4 
Deep Underground Buildings. Section 907.2.19and 914.5 

1203.2.5 through 1203.2.14 {No change.} 
1203.2.15 Means of Egress Illumination. Emergency power shall be pro\Aded for means of egress 
illumination in accordance with Sections 1008.3 and 1104.5.1. {90 minutes) 
1203.2.16 Membrane Structures. Emergency power shall be pro\Aded for exit signs in temporarv tents 
and membrane structures in accordance with Section 3103.12.6. (90 minutes) Standby power shall be 
pro\Aded for auxiliary inflation systems in permanent membrane structures in accordance with Section 2702 
of the International Building Code. (4 hours) Auxiliary inflation systems shall be pro\Aded in temporary air­
supported and air-inflated membrane structures in accordance with section 3103.10.4. 
1203.2.17 {No change.} 
1203.2.18 Smoke Control Systems. Standby power shall be pro\Aded for smoke control systems in the 
following occupancies. or as specified elsewhere in this code. as required in Section 909.11: 

34 



Cowred Mall Building. International Building Code. Section 402.7 
Atriums. International Building Code. Section 404. 7 
Underground Buildings. International Building Code. Section 405.8 
Group 1-3. International Building Code. Section 408.4.2 
Stages. International Building Code. Section 410 
Special Amusement Areas (as applica~e to Group A's). International Building Code. Section 411 
Smoke Protected Seating. Section 1030.6.2 

1203.2.19 {No change.} 
1203.2.20 Covered and Open Mall Buildings. Emergency power shall be pro\Aded in accordance with 
Section 907.2.20 and 914.2. 
1203.2.21 Airport Traffic Control Towers. A standby power system shall be pro\Aded in airoort traffic 
control towers more than 65 ft. in height. Power shall be pro\Aded to the following equipment: 

.1... Pressurization equipment. mechanical equipment and lightina. 
2. Elevator operating equipment. 
3. Fire alarm and smoke detection systems. 

1203.2.22 Smokeproof Enclosures and Stair Pressurization Alternative. Standby power shall be 
pro\Aded for smokeproof enclosures. stair pressurization altematiw and associated automatic fire detectioo 
systems as required by the International Buildng Code. Section 909.20.7.2. 
1203.2.23 Elevator Pressurization. Standby power shall be pro\Aded for elevator pressurization system 
as required by the International Building Code. Section 909.21.5. 
1203.2.24Elimination of Smoke Dampers in Shaft Penetrations. Standby power shall bepro\Aded when 
eliminating the smoke dampers in ducts penetrating shafts in accordance with the International Bui/dim 
Code. Section 717.5.3. exception 2.3. 
1203.2.25 Common Exhaust Systems for Clothes Dryers. Standby power shall be pro\Aded for commai 
exhaust systems for clothes dryers located in multistorv structures in accordance with the lntemationa 
Mechanical Code. Section 504. 11. Item 7. 
1203.2.26 Means of Egress Illumination in Existing Buildinas. Emergency power shall be pro\Aded for 
means of egress illumination in accordance with Section 1104.5 when required by the fire code official. (90 
minutes in 1-2. 60 minutes elsewhere.) 
1203.3 through 1203.6 {No change.} 

(Explanation: These amendments ~re moved from Chapter 6, due to the published sections to this new 
Chapter 12 These provisions provide a list to complete and match that throughout the codes. The only 
additional requirements are the reference to COPS in NFPA 70, and the specified Energy time duration. 
Other chan es are a reference to a code rovision that a/read exists. 

**Section 2304. 1; change to read as follows: 

2304.1 Supervision of Dispensing. The dispensing of fuel at motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall be 
sgnd1.1sted by a q1.1alified attendant gr st.:iall be 1.1nder tt.:ie s1.1per\4sign gf a q1.1alified attendant at all times gr 

st.:iall be in accordance with Sedign 2204 .3. the following: 

1. Conducted by a qualified attendant: and/or. 
2. Shall be under the super\Asion of a qualified attendant: and/or 
3. Shall be an unattended self-ser\Ace facility in accordance with Section 2304.3. 

At any time the qualified attendant of item Number 1 or 2 abow is not present. such operations shall be 
considered as an unattended self-ser\Ace facility and shall also comply with Section 2304.3. 
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**Section 2401.2;Nonapplicability. 

(Explanation: This section eliminates such booths from all compliance wth Chapter 24 including, but rd 
limited to: size, ventilation, fire protection, construction, etc. If the product utilized is changed to a more 
flammable substance, the Jack of compliance wth Chapter 15 could result in significant fire or deflagration 
and subsequent life safety hazard.) 

**Section 3103.3.1; Special Amusement 

(Explanation: This section requires a fire sprinkler system to be installed in temporary tents and membrane 
structures, 'Illich is not a reason or enforceable requirement for a temporary use. A fire watch or fire a/ann 
s stem is a more advisable a roach for such occu ancies that are on/ tem ora in nature. 

**Table 3206.2, footnote h; change text to read as follows: 

h. Not r:eq1,1ir:ed Where storage areas are protected by either early suppression fast response (ESFR) 
sprinkler systems or control mode special application sprinklers with a response time index of 50 (m • 
s) 1/2 or less that are listed to control a fire in the stored commodities with 12 or fewer sprinklers, 
installed in accordance with NFPA 13, manual smoke and heat -.ents or manually activated engineered 
mechanical smoke exhaust systems shall be required within these areas. 

(Explanation: Allovvs the fire department to control the smd<e and heat during and after a fire event, 'lllile 
ensuring proper operation of the sprinkler protection provided. Also, gives an alternative to smd<e and heat 
vents.) 

**Table 3206.2; add footnote j to row titled 'High Hazard' and 'Greater than 300,000' to read as 
follows: 

L High hazard high-piled storage areas shall not exceed 500.000 square feet. A 2-hour fire wall 
constructed in accordance with Section 706 of the lntemational Building Code shall be used to di"1de 
high-piled storage exceeding 500.000 square feet in area. 

(Explanation: This provides passive protection for extremely large buildings 'lllere it oould be othemse 
impossible to control the spread of fire wthout the fire wall in place in an uncontrolled fire event, 'Illich is 
much more Jik ely in hi h hazard commodities, such as tires, flammable liquids, expanded plastics, etc. 

***Section 3311.1; change to read as follows: 

Section 3311.1 Required access. Appro-.ed -.ehicle access for firefighting and emergency response shall 
be pro"1ded to all construction or demolition sites. Vehicle access shall be pro"1ded to within ~ 50 feet 
(d0 490 15 240 mm) of temporary or permanent fire department connections. Vehicle access shall be 
pro"1ded by either temporary or permanent roads, capable of supporting -.ehicle loading under all weather 
conditions. Vehicle access shall be maintained until permanent fire apparatus access roads are available. 
When fire apparatus access roads are required to be installed for any structure or de-.elopment. access 
shall be appro-.ed prior to the time which construction has progressed beyond completion of the foundatiorl 
of any structure. Whene-.er the connection is not "1sible to approaching fire apparatus. thefire department 
connection shall be indicated by an approved sign. 
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(Explanation: Improves access to the FOG ooere required, as vive/I as coordinates iMth the timing of 
installation amendment from Section 501. 4. 

**Section 5601.1.3; change to read as follows: 

5601.1.3 Fireworks. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling, and use of fireworks are 
prohibited. 

Exceptions: 

1. Only when approwd for fireworks displays. the storage and handling of fireworks as allowed 
in Section 5604 and 5608. 

2. MaRblfestblr:&, ass&mbly aRd testiRQ offir:e1A'Qr:ks as alloi.~d iR S&stioR 5905. 
3.-2. The use of fireworks for approwd fireworks displays as allowed in Section 5608. 
4. Th& ~oss&ssioo, stor:age, sale ... {Delete remainder of text.} 

(Explanation: Restricts fireoork s to approved displays only, ooich is consistent iMth State practice. Such is 
intended to help protect property oooers and individuals from unintentional fireoork s fires iMthin the 
jurisdiction, as vive/I as to help protect individuals from fireoork s injuries. It is noted that there has been a 
change in the State Law to allow possession of unopened fireoorks in certain areas of the vehicle, and it is 
highly recommended that AHJ's familiarize themselves iMth the applicable state laws in this regard.) 

**Section 5703.6; add sentence to end of paragraph to read as follows: 

An approved method of secondarv containment shall be provided for underground tank and piping systems. 

(Explanation: Increased protection in response to underground leak problems and remediation difficulty in 
unde round a lications. Coordinates iMth TCEQ re uirements. 

**Section 5704.2.11.4; change to read as follows: 

5704.2.11.4 Leak Prevention. Leak prewntion for underground tanks shall comply with Sections 
5704.2.11.4.1 aRd 5704 .2.11.4 .2 through 5704.2.11.4.3. An approved method of secondary containment 
shall be provided for underground tank and piping systems. 

(Explanation: Increased protection in response to underground leak problems and remediation diffi cu/ty in 
unde round a lications. Coordinates iMth TCEQ re uirements. 

**Section 5704. 2. 11.4. 2; change to read as follows: 

5704.2.11.4.2 Leak Detection. Underground storage tank systems shall be provided with an approved 
method of leak detection from any component of the system that is designed and installed in accorda'lce 
with NFPA 30 and as specified in Section 5704.2.11.4.3. 

Ex lanation: Reference to IFC Section 5704.2.11.4.3 amendment. 

**Section 5704.2.11.4.3; add to read as follows: 

5704.2.11.4.3 Observation Wells. Approwd sampling tubes of a minimum 4 inches in diameter shall be 
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installed in the backfill material of each underground flammable or combustible liquid storage tank. The 
tubes shall extend from a point 12 inches below the awrage grade of the excavation to ground lewl and 
shall be pro"1ded with suitable surface access caps. Each tank site shall pro"1de a sampling tube at the 
comers of the excavation with a minimum of 4 tubes. Sampling tubes shall be placed in the product line 
excavation within 10 feet of the tank excavation and one ewrv 50 feet routed along product lines towards 
the dispensers. a minimum of two are required. 

This is long-

Mobile fueling sites shall be restricted to commercial. industrial. gowmmental. or manufacturing. where the 
parking area ha"1ng such operations is primarily intended for employee whicles. Mobile fueling shall be 
conducted for fleet fueling or employee whicles only. not the general public. Commercial sites shall be 
restricted to office-type or similar occupancies that are not primarily intended for use by the public. 

(Explanation: The general public does not expect a hazardous operation to be occurring in a typical parking 
lot or for a fuel truck to be traversing such parking lot, temporarily fueling a vehicle, and moving on to the 
next area in the parking lot to fuel the next vehicle. Vehicular accidents occur in parking Jots on a regular 
basis, but the presence of a fuel truck, especially one in the process of fueling a vehicle vtith gasoline, 
greatly adds to the potential risk involved in such accidents. By restricting such operations to the 
occupancies in question, the employees of the business may be adequately notified to expect such 
o erations to occur in the arkin Jot. 

**Section 6103.2.1.8; add to read as follows: 

6103.2.1.8 Jewelry Repair. Dental Labs and Similar Occupancies. Where natural gas ser\Ace is nd: 
available. portable LP-Gas containers are allowed to be used to supply approwd torch assemblies or 
similar appliances. Such containers shall not exceed 20-pound (9.0 kgl water capacity. Aggregate capacity 
shall not exceed 60-pound (27.2 kg) water capacity. Each de"1ce shall be separated from other containers 
by a distance of not less than 20 feet. 

(Explanation: To provide a consistent and reasonable means of regulating the use of portable LP-Gas 
containers in these situations. Reduces the hazard presented by portable contaners Wien natural gas is 
already available. Please note that current State Law does not allow for the enforcement of any rules fT10le 

stringent than that adopted by the State, so this amenctnent is only applicable as to the extent allov.ed by 
that State Law.) 

**Section 6104.2; add Exception 2. to read as follows: 

Exceptions: 

1. {existing text unchanged} 

"" Except as permitted in Sections 308 and 6104.3.3. LP-aas containers are not permitted in 
residential areas. 

(Explanation: To provide a consistent and reasonable means of regulating the use LP-Gas contain01S. 
Reduces the hazard presented by such containers Wien natural gas is already available. References State 
amendment to IFC 6104.3.3. Please note that current State Lawdoes not allowforthe enforcement cl a'1.Y 
rules more stringent than that adopted by the State, so this amendment is only applicable as to the extent 
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allovved by that State Law.) 

**Section 6104.3.3; add to read as follows: 

6104.3.3 Spas. Pool Heaters. and Other Listed Devices. Where natural gas service is not available. an 
LP-aas container is allowed to be used to supply spa and pool heaters or other listed de\Aces. Such 
container shall not exceed 250-aallon water capacity per lot. See Table 6104.3 for location of containers. 

Exception: Lots where LP-aas can be off-loaded wholly on the property where the tank is located 
may install up to 500 gallon above ground or 1.000 gallon underground approved containers. 

(Explanation: Allows foran alternate fuel source. Dvvelling density must be considered and possiblyfactcxed 
into zoning restrictions. Reduces the hazard presented by over-sized LP-Gas containers. Please note that 
current State Law does not allow for the enforcement of any rules more stringent than that adopted by the 
State, so this amendment is on/ a Ii cable as to the extent allovved b that State Law. 

**Section 6107.4 and 6109.13; change to read as follows: 

6107.4 Protecting Containers from Vehicles. Where exposed to vehicular damage due to proximity to 
alleys, driveways or parking areas, LP-gas containers, regulators and piping shall be protected in 
accordance with flJl;p,A, SS Section 312. · 

6109.13 Protection of Containers. LP-gas containers shall be stored within a suitable enclosure or 
otherwise protected against tampering. Vehide impact protection shall be pro\Aded as required by Sectioo 
6107.4. 

Exc:eptioR: Vehicle i1+1pact pr:otection shall not be r:eq1,1ir:ed f.or pr:otection of bP gas containers 
wher:e the containers ar:e kept in lockable, ventilated cabinets of 1+1etal constFblction. 

(Explanation: NFPA 58 does not provide substantial physical protection [it allows raised sidevvalk s, fencirg, 
ditches, parking bumpers as 'vehicle barrier protection] of the container(s) from vehicular impact as is 
required and has been required historically, as per Section 312, i.e. bollard protection. Further, the 
exception to Section 6109.13 oould allow for portable containers in ventilated metal cabinets to nci 
require any physical protection Vthatsoever from vehicular impact, regardless of the location of the 
containers. Please note that current State Law does not allow for the enforcement of any rules more 
stringent than that adopted by the State, so this amendment is only applicable as to the extent allovi.ed by 
that State Law. 

**{Appendix B Fire-Flow Requirements For Buildings amendments} 

**Table 8105.2; change footnote a. to read as follows: 

a. The reduced fire-flow shall be not less than WOO 1.500 gallons per minute. 

(Explanation: The minimum fire-flow of 1,500 gpm for other than one-and too-familydvvellings has existed 
since the 2000 edition of the /FC, as vvell as the Uniform Fire Code before that. Little to no technicci 
justification vvas provided for the proposed code change at the code hearings. The board believes that the 
already-allovved 75 percent reduction in required fire-flow for the provision of sprink fer protection is 
already a significant trade-off. The minimum 1, 500 gpm is not believed to be overly stringent for the vast 
majority of public vvater oork s systems in this State, especially since it has existed as the requirement fa 
so many years. Further, the continued progression of trading off more and more requirements in the cedes 
for the provision of sprink fer protection has made these systems extremely operation-critical to the safety 
of the occupants and properties in question. In otheroords, should the sprinkler system fail foranyreascn, 
the fire-flow re uirements drastic all increase from that antici ated V'ith as rink fer-controlled fire scenario. 
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***{Appendix 0 Fire Apparatus Access Roads amendments} 

***Section 0102.1; change to read as follows: 

D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings hereafter constructed shall be 
accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, 
concrete or other approved driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing 
up to 75,000 85.000 pounds (J4...0.SO 38 556 kg). 

(Explanation: To address the current size of fire trucks in use-figure derived from DOT requirements for 
waiver of vehicle exceeding such 'M3ight and from current maximum 'M3ights of fire trucks being 
purchased by jurisdictions in Texas.) 

***Section 0103.4; change to read as follows: 

D103.4 Dead ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet (45 720 mm) shall be 
provided with width and turnaround provisions in accordance with Table 0103.4. 

TABLE D103.4 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DEAD-END FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS 

LENGTH WIDTH 
TURNAROUNDS REQUIRED 

(feet) (feet) 

b-150 2024 None required 

151-500 2024 
120-foot Hammerhead, 60-foot ''Y" or 96-foot diameter cul-de-sac in accordance 
!With Figure 0103.1 

501-750 26 
120-foot Hammerhead, 60-foot ''Y" or 96-foot diameter cul-de-sac in accordance 
with Figure 0103.1 

Owr750 Special approval required 

For SI: 1 foot= 304.8 mm. 

(Explanation: Reflects current increased apparatus access roadway i.Mdths as indicated in the recommended 
amendment to 503. 2. 1.) 

***Section 0103.5; change to read as follows: 

D103.5 Fire apparatus access road gates. Gates securing the fire apparatus access roads shall 
comply with all of the following criteria: 

1. Where a single gate is provided, the gate width shall be not less than 20 24 feet 
(60QQ 7315.2 mm). Where a fire apparatus road consists of a divided roadway, 
the gate width shall be not less than 12 feet (3658 mm). 

2. {No Change} 
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3. {No Change} 
4. {No Change} 
5. Electric gates shall be equipped with a means of opening the gate by fire 

department personnel for emergency access. Emergency opening devices shall 
be QfJPffJ'l9d the Click 2 Enter communications device in addition to a manual 
means to open by th& fif9 ~g~ gffi~!al. 

6. {No Change} 
7. {No Change} 
8. {No Change} 

(Explanation: Reflects current increased apparatus access roadway V!Adths as indicated in the recommended 
amendment to 503. 2. 1.) 

***Section 0103.6; change to read as follows: 

0103.6 SigRs. Marking. Striping. signs. or other markings. when approved by the fire code official. shall 
be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads or prohibit the obstruction thereof. 
Striping. signs and other markings shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at all times and be 
replaced or repaired when necessary to provide adequate visibility. 

ill Striping - Fire apparatus access roads shall be continuously marked by painted lines of red traffic 
paint six inches (6") in width to show the boundaries of the lane. The words "NO PARKING FIRE LANE" 
or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING" shall appear in four inch (4") white letters at 25 feet intervals on the red 
border markings along both sides of the fire lanes. Where a curb is available. the striping shall be on 
the vertical face of the curb. 
ID Signs- Signs shall read "NO PARKING FIRE LANE" or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING" and shall be 
12" wide and 18" high (See Figure 0103.6). Signs shall have red letters on a white reflecti'le 
background. using not less than 2" lettering. Signs shall be permanently affixed to a stationary oost and 
the bottom of the sign shall be six feet. six inches (6'6") above finished grade. Signs shall be spaced 
not more than fifty feet (50') apart along both sides of the fire lane. Signs may be installed on permanent 
buildings or walls or as approved by the Fire Marshal. 

Where required by the fire code official, fire apparatus access roads shall be marked with permanent "NO 
PARKIMG FIRE bANE" signs cemplying 1.vith Fig1:1Fe C10~.e. ernth&r approvad m&thed. Signs shall 
have a minimum dimension of 12 inches (305 mm) wide by 18 inches (457 mm) high and have red letters 
on a white reflective background. Signs shall be posted on one or both sides of the fire apparatus road as 
r&q1:1ir&d by S8Gtion C 103.6.1 or C 103.6.2. 

SIGN TYPE •A• SIGN TYPE ·c· SIGN TYPE •o• 

NO NO NO T PARKING PARKING PARKING 

FIRE LANE FIRE LANE FIRE LANE 18" ... .,_ l 
l--12"-j l--12"-j l--12"-j 

FIGURE 0103.6 
FIRE LANE SIGNS 

(Explanation: Reflects current markings for apparatus access roadways as indicated in the 

41 



recommendedamendmentto Section 503.3) 

***Section D103.6.1 and D103.6.2; delete sections as follows: 

D103.6.1Road& 20 to 26 feet iR•.vidth. Fire J.aRe si9ns as sp&cifi&d in S&ction 0103.6 shall b& post&d on 
both sid&s of fir:& appar:at1.1s acc&ss r:oads that ar:& 20 to 26 f.9&t 1Nid& (60Q6 to 7Q25 r:nr:n). 
D103.6.2 Road& more thaR 26 feet iR width. flr:e !aRe signs as sp&cifi&d in S&ction 0103.6 shall b& 
post&d on on& sid& of fir:& appar:at1.1s acc&ss r:oads r:nor:& than 26 f.99t wid& (7Q25 r:nr:n) and l&ss thai 32 
f&&t wid& (Q754 r:nr:n). 

(Explanation: Reflects current markings for apparatus access roadways as indicated in the recommended 
amendment to 503.3 and 0103.6, Wlich requires the signage on both sides of the fire apparatus access 
roads, regardless of wdth) 

***Section D104.3; change to read as follows: 
0104.3 Remoteness. Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they shall be placed a 
distance apart equal to not less than one half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension of 
the lot or area to be served, measured in a straight line between accesses. or as approved by the fire 
code official. 

(Explanation: To provide some additional flexibility to the fire code official on the location of the tw:> fire 
apparatus access roads.) 

***Section D105.3; change to read as follows: 

0105.3 Proximity to building. Unless otherwise approved by the fire code official. one or more of the 
required access routes meeting this condition shall be located not less than 15 feet (4572 mm) and not 
greater than 30 feet (9144 mm) from the building, and shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the 
building. The side of the building on which the aerial fire apparatus access road is positioned shall 
be approved by the fire code official. 

(Explanation: To provide some additional flexibility to the fire code official on the location of the aerial fire 
apparatus access roads.) 

***Section D106.3; change to read as follows: 

0106.3 Remoteness. Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they shall be placed a 
distance apart equal to not less than one-halfofthe length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension of 
the property or area to be served, measured in a straight line between accesses. or as approved by the 
fire code official. 

(Explanation: To provide some additional flexibility to the fire code official on the location of the tw:> fire 
apparatus access roads.) 

***Section D107.2; change to read as follows: 

0107.2 Remoteness. Where two fire apparatus access roads are required, they shall be placed a 
distance apart equal to not less than one-half of the length of the maximum overall diagonal dimension of 
the property or area to be served, measured in a straight line between accesses. or as approved by the 
fire code official. 
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(Explanation: To provide some additional flexibility to the fire code official on the location of the t1MJ fire 
apparatus access roads.) 

***(Appendix L Requirements For Fire Fighter Air Replenfshment Systems amendments} 

***Section L 101.1; change to read asfollaws: 

Section L 101.1 Scope. Fire fighter air replenishment systems (FARS) shall be pro\1ded in accordance 
with this appendix in new buildings when any of the following conditions occur: 

1.. Any new building 5 or more stories jn height. 
f.. Any new building with 2 or more floors below grade. 
3. Any new building 500.000 square feet or more in size. 

Each stairwell shall haw a supply riser. SCBA fill panels shall be located on odd numbered floors 
commencing at the first lewl in the primarv stairwell and on ewn numbered floors commencing at lewl 2 
in the remaining stairwells. Fill panels in buildings owr 500.000 square feet shall be located adjacent to 
each standpioe connection. 
ll:le adgptiRg gr:diRaRGe &Rall &peGify b1.1ilgR9 GRar:act&ri&tiG& gr &pedal Ra~r:d& it:iat e&tabli&R tRr&&RQld& 
triggeriRg a i:eq1.1irerReRt fQrtRe iR&tallatigR gfa t:ARS. ll:le req1.1irerReRt &Rall be ba&ed QR tRe fire 
departFReRt'& Gapabiity Qf repleRi&RiRg fir& figRter breatRiRg air d1.1riR9 &1.1&taiRed erRergeRGY gper:atiQR&. 
CQR&ider:aticm& &Rall iRGl1.1dei 
1. S1.1ildiR9 GRar:aGteri&tiG&, &1.1Gl:I a& Rl.lrRber Qf i;tgrie& abQ'M gr belgw gr:ade plaRe, ilggr area, type Qf 
GQR&tr1.1GtiQR aRd fire r&&i&taRG& gf tRe prirRary &trl.IGrur:al frarRe tg allgw &1.1&taiRed fire figRtiRg operatiQR& 
ba&ed OR a r:atiRg gf RQt le&& tRaR 2 RQl.lr&. 
~. SpeGial Ra;i!;ard&, gtRer tRaR b1.1ildiR9&, it:iat req1.1ir& 1.1Riq1.1e aGGQrRFRQdatiQR& to allO¥l tRe fire departFR&ri 
to repleRi&R fire figRter breatRiRg air. 
3. t:ire departrReRt &taftiRg lewl. 
4, Availability Qf a fire departrReRt breatRiRg air repleRi&l:IFReRt >.l&RiGle. 

(Explanation: Supplies of fresh breatfing air are critical for firefighting operations. HistaicaHy, fire 
departments have supplied air bottles by marually transporting air bottles up stainNBys or across long 
distances in a building, V'thich is an extraordinarily intensive process and takes firefighters a~y from their 
primary mission of rescue and firefighting. The FARS technology in Appendix L exists to address this 
issue using in-building air supply systems. Many jurisdictioos in Texas and across the country have 
already adopted this Appendix and are enforcing and installirg these systems to improve the life safety of 
firefighters and enhance their firefighting capabHities in an emergency incident, V'thich is one of the 
reasons for recommending this Appendix for adoption - to ensure State consistency, as 'I.ell as to 
improve mutual emergency aid among jurisdictions in Texas.) 

***Section L 104. 13.1; delete this section in its entirety. 

(Explanation: The amendment to Section L 101. 1 above addresses the location criteria for SCBA fHI panels.) 

***Section L 104. 14; add paragraph to read as follows: 

The external mobile air connection shall be located with approwd separation from the Fire 
Department Connection (FDC) to allow functionality of both de\1ces by first responders: shall be 
\1sible from and within 50 ft. of a fire apparatus access road along an unobstructed path: and 
shall be located in an approwd signed. secured cabinet 
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END 
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2. Property Name 

5. Type of Construction 

A. New Construction 0 
B. Renovation 0 
C. Oiange of Occupancy D 

9. Occupied Area 

11. Type of Construction 

Exhibit B 
Certificate of Compliance 

Fort Bend County Certificate of Compliance 

11. FQrt Bend County Fire Marshal Certificate NlJ'llber I 
/ / 

3. Property Address 

~ 
4. City, state, Zip Code 

6. Sprinkler system Required 7. Alarm system Required 8. Building COde and Edition 

Yes D Yes D 
No D No D 

' 
10. Designed Occupant Load 

'-.... ........ 
- - 12 Desaiption of Use 

13. Special Stipulations or COde Modifications ' 

l'lus cenifiatt eruuttS that 11 In prot tction and lh saltty svst...,. haw bHn comploltd, irupecmd, sua.oss1u1y rutod and __ , ... ""' spocilic ..... of""' buidinc 
spoOliod abavo to pnMdo • ,..,.,,_ iHcrH of safoty ID tho OCOlpltltS from m and similar omerpndu. 

14. Name of Approval Official 115. Signature 16. Date 

This certificate is valid only for the prellises of the project address. 
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Exhibit C 
Fee Schedule 

A. Fire Code Building Permit 

The base fee for all submitted plans and issue of Cert ificate of Compliance is $150.00. This fee is fo r processing building 

plans submitted fo r approval, and will be paid at time of submission of the plans. All projects will use the following fee 

schedule: 
***FEES MUST BE PAID WHEN P1ANS ARE SUBMITTED*** 

PERMIT ADDITIONAL DETAILS FEE 
<.;ert111cate oT <.;omp11ance t-1re t-ina11nspect1on or<.;emncate (Torex1sung structure w1mout :!>l::>U.UU 

certificate) 
Fire Code Plan Review/Building Permit Per 1000 sq. ft. of Structure $150.00 
Ke~ubmittal oT <.;onstruction Plans If changes are done after the initial plan review, the reviews of $150.00 

changes are required . 
uutdoort-irework.s ::;tand (Annual Permit) building at the site ts less than 25,000 square Teet $1 00.00 

largest building a t the site is25,o0u square Teet or more :t>200.00 
largest building at the site is 100,000 square feet or more $300.00 

Indoor Fireworks Stand Per Stand/Building $250.00 
t-1rewon<s u1sp1ay1;:,now t-'er Launcn ;:,ne ;i>LUU.UU 
t-ire ;:,pnn1<1er;:iystemst-'erm1t i to LU neaas ;i>lUU.UU 

t-ire ;:,pnn1<1er;:iystemsequ1pmem Ll to L::>U neaas ;i>l i::>.UU 
Fire Sprinkler Systems equipment 251 to 499 heads $250.UO 
Fire Sprinkler Systems equipment >500 + .50¢/head additional $350.00 

Automatic Fire-extinguishing Systems Fixed Systems $150.uu 
(Commercial Cooking) 
Automatic t-1 re-ext1ngu1sning ::;ystems t:xnaust Inspection oT exnaust au ct uS1ng 11gnt or smoKe. :t>lou.uu 
Duct T est 
Fire Alarm/Detection Re lated Equipment Permit 1 to 10 devices $100.00 

Fire Alarm/LJetecbon Kelatea t:qu1pment 11 to £!> devices :t>l l:J.UU 

t-1re A1arm1uetecuon Kela<t:U t:qu1pment LO to 1 !JU devices :t>£ou.uu 
t-1re A1arm1uetecuon Kela<t:U equipment ·1::> 1 to 'll:ll:I devices :t>J!>U.uu 
Fi re Alarm/Detection Kelated t:quipment >500 + .50¢/device additional $350.00 

New fire f-'umpsand Ke lated t:qu1pment tor t-ue $1 00.00 
Sprinkler System 
unaergrouna t-ire t-' rotect1on ;:.uomma1 OT unaergrouna wa1ersupp1y TOrnre protection system $1!>0.uu 
New ;:,praying oru1pp1ng tsoumS(t-'a1ntJ t:SUllOIOg/tsOOui:s $1!>0.uu 

Re-Inspections Paid after corrections have been made from initial inspection $250.00 
Electronic Entrance Gates :ti150.00 
New Service Station Piping Plan $200.00 
Combustible/Flammable Storage TankPermi t :::. 500 gallons :i;100.oo 

501 < 5000 gallons $250.00 
5001 <gallons $350.00 

Work Without Permit 3 X Regular Permit Fee $**• .** 

Mass l;;atnenng t-'erm1t $LUU.UV 

***FORMS OF PAYMENT ACCEPTED ARE: CHECK, CASHIERS CHECK OR MONEY ORDER*** 
B. License Inspection . 

State license facilities that require an annual fire inspection for operational permits. (Non -profi t or governmental 
organizations are exempt from this section.) 

• Commercial Day cares ........................................... $ 150 .00 
• Nursing homes or care centers ..... ...... ........................ $ 15 0 .00 
• State or Cotmty licensed Inspections ............... . ... . ....... $ l 50.00 
• Hospitals ........ .......... . ....................................... .. $200.00 
• Foster homes or adoption .... .... ................ . .... . ........ .. Exempt 

Re-inspection fee for State or County licensed ltrspection will be same amount of tire 
original permit paid prior to sclred11/ing for a re-inspection. 
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