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COMMUNITY

LEGAL

NOTICES

Libraries launch

new video-streaming
service

Not just any flotation device—
this one saves the environment

Fort Bend County Libraries
amioiuices the addition of
u  new online streaming-
video service, Access Video
On Demand, to its eLibrary
collection of digital resources.
Librar\- patrons will have
instant, unlimited. 24/7

access to thousands of world-

class documentaries, award-

winning educational films,
independent movies, and
helplnl instructional videos
covering a wide range of
subjects.

This itew video-streaming
service includes two
collections—"Access Video on
Demand: Master Collection"

for adults and "Access Video

On Demand: Just for Kids."

From arts .and humanities to

science, technology, and nuith,
Access Video On Demand

(AVOD) provides instant
access to a wide range of
subjects for libmrv pairotis of
all ages.

In the AVOD: Master

Collection, producers such as
the History C'bamicl, HBO.
BBC, Nova, A&E. and Ken
Bums provide documentaries
on topics like business, career
planning, health, history,
travel, and more! Library
paQpuns can watch a Bob Dylan
concert, go on a trip widi Rick
Steves, learn to bake with
Julia Child, or work out with
Jeanette Jenkins!

AVOD: Just for Kids

provides tliousant^ of age-
aj^ropriatp, advertisemcnt-
frcc videos that children,
parents, and caregivers will
love. Sesame Street, Reading
Rainbow, PBS, and the

Electric Company arc a tew
of the many offerings tliat arc
available. Interactives games.

puz7les, and qui7.7.es are sure to
entertain, educate, and iitspire
young library patrons on this
kid-safe media platform.

Looking for homework
help?
AVOD: Just for Kids

includes educat iona I,
historical, and popular
content, with full transcripts
of programs, a citation builder
for bibliographies, and video-
clipping tools that help the
user embed the video in a

presentation.
Libnny patrons need a

valid FBCL card (or cCard)
to access tlie service, and
there are no check-out limits,

waitlists, or overdue fines.
Completely brow ser-based and
mobile tricndly, the streaming
videos can be viewed on PCs,
Macs, iPads. smart TVs, and
other intemct-smabied mobile

devices. No jq>p ot special
software is required.

It is po.ssiblc In aealc
an account with AVOD and

create playiisis fur videos to
be watched in the future. With

an account, |wm»is may also
pause videos artd resume at a
later time.

All videos come with

public-performance rights
for classroom or other public
use, and new videos are adtkd
monthly.
To browse the AVOD

collection offilms, go to FBCL
website, www.fonbcnd.lib-
IA.US, click on "ELIBRARY,"
and scnill tlown to Access

Video on Detnaitd.

For more infonoation,
call the library system's
Communications Office at

281-633-4734.
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Talk about an iitcredible

flotation device. These rafts

look like they're just floating
quietly in the middle of a
waterway, with a lot of leafy-
green plants and an occasional
uifile or small alligator
basking on board. Hut below
the surface, says Kaylei
Chau, a graduate student in
citvironmental biology at
University of Houston-Clear
Lake, is where all the action is

taking place.
Constructed. floating

wetlands are recognized
as proven, effective water
treatment systems that
provide a natural way of
rentovittg harmful pollutants
and unwanted niUrients. 'Tm

just hung up on the wetlands'
ability to clean the water,"
Cliau said.

"(Executive Director of
die Envirtinmental Institute

of Houston and Professor

of Environmental Science)
Gcoige Guillen, who is my
advisor, said he had proposed
a floating treatment wetlands
Study to the Harris Cotmty
Flood Control District, which
was accepted in 2019." she
said. "It wa.5 e.xacily in line
with what 1 hope to do. I'm
really interest^ in green
mfrastructure and sustainable

solutions. This study has
bcctinic my Capstone project
for my master's degree."

There are four types of
floating wetlands overall:
three of them are deployed in
Potter Pond on the UH-Clcar

Lake campus. "We are testing
them all to see how well each

type filters water. 1 designed
the mats in Alligator Pond

myself to see how feasible it
was to make them," she said.

Floating vvetlands,
explained Chau, involves
taking a floating structure and
planting native wetland plants
inside. "These particular
plants filter out excessive
nutrients that arc caused from

agricultuml ruitoff," she said
"Too many of those nutricflts
gel in the water and affect its
quality. These plants are great
at sequestering those nutrients
as well as heavy metals and
other pollutants."
The theory is, she continued,

that if you put these wetland
plaut.s on floating structures,
they'll rise and fall with
extreme water level changes.
"You can have them covering
a whole basin, or have them

just for a slight treatment, or
even just aesthetic value. Your
surface area is your limit," she
said-

Altbuugli there have
been many setbacks due to
COVlD-19, Chau said the
data she c«liecl.s will be given
to the Houston Flood Control

District so they can determine
these wetlands' value in all

storm water basins.

"The biggest thing I've
learned from this (nuject is
how amazing these wetland
plants are." Chau said. "I'm
testing different species, and
some arc known to do very
well in lhi.s system. I've taken
plants that arc known to be
successful and they're just
made for this."

She added that wetlands

might be perceived as
unpleasant swampy areas,
they shouldn't be destroyed or
developed.

"People don't realize
how important wetl^s are
for water quality and flood
cwitrol, which we need
desperately here," she said.
"During the winter, the

plants die b%k. and in order
to .survive, they need robust
underwater luut systcn^
because diose nxits act as
'uptakers' of the excess
nutrients we don't want in the
water. Where rivers flow into

bay systems, they will flow
first through wetlands, which
are like uature's filter for flie
water."

For more inftKmation

^ut UlICL's Environmental

Science program, visit www.
ubcl.cdu/scicnce-cnginceriog/
departments/environmental-
science/

She said that the study she's
conducting in Potter Pond will
inform the reconunendations

she'll make to the Houston

Flood Control District, and
also be used in a larger study
in the Harris County Flood
CfHitrol Districts in one of the

stomi water basins ciureutly
being built.
"They've consulted with us

before construction about the

best design to build that basin
for wetlands," she said.

"This pilot study that I'm
currently conducting here will
be used to recommend what

We do in the large-scale study
in their fltKHl control district

basin."

Cliau. who works full time

at the EJH as she's completing
her graduate studies, said she
will stay with this project even
affcr she receives her degree
next May. "I love it here and
the work we do." she said.

"I would like to stay at least
until the large-scale study is
complete."

Fur mure Infunnation

about UHCL's Environmeotal

Science program, visit www.
uhcl.edU''sciencc-cngmccrmg/
departments/environmentui-
scicncc/
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aMCNorvHtl
CoiutiAle Pet. 3!

Fort BonC County, TexatI

the Commiiuonm Court of Fort Bend

County, Texas nat set a public hearing
on Tuesday. June 1, ?0?1, m t.-OO pm.
lor acceptance ol trsRic conu<^ plan fn
Tamanon Sectbn 2a Precmct 3.

the hearing Mti be heU w the
Cammb»oners Courtroom at

(01 Jaduon Street Second Floor,
Richnsond, Texas. Vou are invRed to
tftend and suce your approval or
obiectlon on thd mattef.

ChadNorvetfl

Constable Pet. ij
Fon Bend County. Texas]
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