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Fort Bend County politics muddies water board appointment
.1. .. I *on lop of thBySESHADRI KUM AR

Foxmer Stigiir Land
CJouncilnmn Russell Jones,
photo right, has been rcpKiocd
by fonner Sugar Land City
Manager Alien Bogard as
dii-eclor on the board of the

Gulf Coast Watcj-Authority.
There are no Republican

potholes or Democratic
poliiole.s and flood waters
don't look for Republican
homes or Democralie homes,
politicians say brten, ineaning
roads, bridges and water are
beyond politics. Bui, titis does
not hold water, especially
when it comes to water i,s.sucs
in Fort Bend Clounly.
The three-inember

Democratic majority of Foit
Bend County Commissioners
Court last Tm-sdtiy replaced
Russell C. Jones, long-time
county rcpresciUalive to the
Gull' Const Water Authority
and ciirreiu pa'sidenl of the
body.
Meadows Pkice .Mayor

Charles Jessup and .Sugar
Land Mayor Joe Zimmerman
urged the commissioners to re-
iippoiiit .(ones and conveyed
the unanimous support of Port
Bend County Mayors and
City Council Association for
Jones' re-appoinfmonl.

Ignoring the impassioned
plea of the mayors, the
commissioners court
appointed former Sugar Land
City Manager Alien Bohtard to
the GCWA on a 3-2 vote.
There was no explanation

available for replacing Jones,
an attorney and former Sugar
Land City Councilmcmljcr.
who has been on the GCWA

board since 2(111.

Calve,slon County ge'..s
five rcprc.scntative.s. Brazoria
County gets thiee and Fort
Rend Clounty oitly gets two
on the KJ-mcmbcr GCWA.

And one of those two sits

eir lloweh.arl,
one. boifig the reprasemative
of county at-iarge and one
being. representative of
ituinicipalitics. the position
that Jones held.

"President .Russell .loncs
repi-e.se»ted all cities Large and
small in Fort Bend County,
not just a small cities .as the
county said in (lie agenda
item."' Jessup said.
"As ehainmm of the Fort

Bend (I'ounly mayons and cit>'
council association, 1 .sent a
letter to ail my all members
of the commissioner's court,
expressing the mayor's
unanimous support for
Russell Jonc.s, as a municipal
representative. I belie\'c that
the removal of llie silling
president can t>nly weaken
Fort Bend Comity. I question
tiie wisdom of (his action,

burthcimore. 1 hope you're
taking into account the impact
on Fort Bend County in your
decision," Jessup luiJ the
commissioners crmrt.

Zimmerman said, "I'm
here to ask you to consider
rcappointing Russell Jones
to the Gulf Coast W'ater

Authority. Russell not only is
president of the board, he's the
chair of the contract review

and raciiilie.s committee
and a member nf the w.afer

tesoua-es committee, Clearly
Russell has .served with

distinction, i'w talked to
fellow county judges in the
other counties. They like I
believe dial Ru,ssell .served

with distinction and deserves
to be reappointed,
"Couple of the tacts that

we naglit want to consider.

Back after Hurricane Harvey.
Russell led the upgrade,
actually, the replacement
enlargement of Shannon
pump station. He's also been
a voice of reason for acleqiuito

I

, iSogard

water supply and improved
drainage along Oyster Creek."
Zimmerman said.
"Oyster Creek is one of the

two main lirainage paihway.s.
two main watersheds thai, arc
the Brazos River and Oyster
Creek, Not only in .Sugar
Land, bid in Fort Bent! County
hc'.s been a voiee for water

re.source.s and infrastructure

planning to assure the lung-
lerm surfiiee water right.s,"
Zimmerman .said.

Two years ago, ailer KP
George bL-etime the county
judge, he wanted to make
his ovvri .appointment to tlie
GCWA. Jones would have
been a casiwlfy .at that time,
but the other director. Mike

MtConncI, was" asked to
resign,

Trisha Frederick, P.F, was
appointed by the Fort Bend
County Commissioners
Couit to the Gulf Coast Water

Aulhorhy Board of Dircetois
in August 2011. She holds
the Fort Bend County Ai-
Largc Position No, t. Ms.
Frederick is a member of the
Long Range Planning. Capita!
Project Review, and Contiact
Review eomniittecs.

Now. Russell Jones' term
eatn up for renewal
The Fort Bend County

Jones

NOTICE OF MEETING TO VOTE ON TAX RATE

A tax rote of $0.014500 per SlOO valuation has been proposed by the governing body
of Fort Bend Co Drainage District,

PROPOSED TAX RATE S0.014500 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.016863 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.016299 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tcax year that will raise the
same amount of property tax revenue for Fort Bend Co Drainage District from the same
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year,
The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that Fort Bend Co Drainage District may
adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.
The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2021
tax year.

A PUBLIC MEETING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON
September 14, 2021 AT 1:00 PM AT the Fort Bend County Historical Courthouse,
401 Jackson St. Richmond, TX 77469.
The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result,
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not required to hold an election at which voters may
accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your siipporr for
or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at their offices or by attending the public meeting mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount:^ (tax rate) x (taxable value of your propertyj/l 00

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax decrease as follows:
FOR the proposal: Judge KP George, Commissioner Vincent Morales.

Commissioner Grady Prestage, Commissioner Andy Meyers,
Commissioner Ken DeMercharit

AGAINST the proposal: NONE
PRESENT and not voting; NONE
ABSENT: NONE

The a6ih Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-.ipproval tax .nate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property raxes in the state.
The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead
by Fort Bend Co Drainage District last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the
average residence home.sTead by Fort Bend Co Drainage District this year.

2020 2021 Change
Total tax rate i$O.OI7331' iSO.014500 decrease of -
(per $100 of •0,002831, or -IG,33i
/alue)

Werage homestead ;$24I..167 ; ■$248.251 increase of 6. 884, or
taxable value 1 2.85%
Tax on average ■$41.83 i "$36.00 decrease of -5,83, or
i^nestead -13.94%
Total tax levy on 413. 271.036

i
$11,634, 842 decrease of -

H 1 properties .1.636, 194. or -12.33%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at 281 -341 -3710 or fbcinfo@fbctx.gov, or visit www.fbctx.gov for more
information.

CommissioncTS' Court
appoiiUcd Russtril C. Jones
to the Gulf Co;tst Water
Aliilioiity Botirci of Directors
in July 2011. He lield the
Foil Bend County Municipal
Position No. I, During his
tenure, Jones has iieid flic
offices of Assisliifii Secre1<iiy-
Trcasurer, Vice President and
President. He also .served as
Chair of the Contract Res'iew
and Facilities commiltecs

ant! i.s a member of the Water
Re.s^nirces (.'ommiitec.

GCWA provides water
for indu.siry, agriculture, and
municip-ilitics in Brazoria.
Ft>rt Bend, tind Gajveston
Coitnfy. The GCWA Canal
Division operates out of its
offiee located in Alvin. Tiie
divisioti owns and operates the
.Amerioiin, Briseoe, and JulilT
Canal systems. This includes
ap[)rt).\imuie!y 400 miles ttf
main-line c.nnals and laterals,
and about 400,000 acre-Ibol
of water rights. Mimieipal
customers served include the
cities of Sugar Land. Peariand
and Missouri City, as well
as Fort Bend WCID F2 and
Pecan Grove M.U.D.

Several year.s" ago. GCW.A
had only five members, all
from Galveston Courtly.
Around that, GCWA reneged
on its water supply contract
with the City of Sugar Land.
Sugar Laud council membcr.s
and some others from the
Houston area, approached the

Texas l..egis!ature to increase
the direclors' po.silion in
GCWA. Two positions were
added, one for Brazoria
County and the other tor Foa
Bend.

Ten years ago. the legislature
increased the number of
directors to icn, and gave two
more seals to Brazoria and one
more to Forl Bend Counly.
Jones has bcctt on the board
since then.

Though the directors are
appointed by politicians, the
GCJWA itself did not run it.s
operations on political basis.

The purpose of replacing,
Jones is not because of his
performance or qualifications,
bui because KP George can
make his own appointment.

After ail. Jones was
appointed by a Repubiiean-
controlled Commissioners
CoiuT and Jones liimsdf is
known to be a Republican.

The question remains: Docs
it matter if the GCWA director
is a Republican or Democrat?

Unions criticize decision by Fort Bend LSD to ignore
school public safety guidance

MISSOUIU CIT Y - Unions representing woridng'people throughout Fort Bend County,
iiidudirig Fort Bend ISD. criltcizcil Fort Bond ISD'.s decision today to ignore public siilctv
giiidaiue by not enforcing u ma.sk mand:ite fur .schools and distriet faeilities.

Te.sas Gulf Coast Area Labor Federation Executive Director Many Khalil said. "The
CDC., iocal and stale public health iiflicial.s, and the entire medictil eoinmunity have made
it clear: During tire- delta surge masks are vital to keeping our kids, eo-wurkers, and
communities safe. Judge KP George showed guts by mandating masks In schools and
govemnient buildings in Fort Bend County despite Governor Abbott's attempt to sabotage
local officials' ability to keep schools safe. We're disappointed that Fort Bend ISD'S Board
has failed this testofleadership,"

Fort Bend AFT Prcsidcnl Glcnda Mucal said. "Every student In Fort Bend ISD deserves
a safe learning environment, and every worker - teachers. parapr()fcs.sional,s, bus drivers,
calefei'ia workers, ensfodians, all of ns - deserves a safe working environment. We're
disappointed that our ieaUersliip in Fort Bend ISD have decided to ignore tlu- concerns of
the community and the safety of our kids."

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.438300 per SlOO valuation has been proposed by the gt^verning body of
Fort Bend County General Fund.

■ PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.438300 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.425081 perSIOQ
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.448325 per $100

Tlae no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tax year that will raise the same
amount of property tax revenue for Fort Bend County General Fund from the same
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year,
The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that Fort Bend Counly General Fund may
adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.
The proposed lax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that Fort
Bend County General Fund is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2021 tax year.
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 14,
2021 AT 1:00 PM AT the Fort Bend County Historical Courthouse, 401 Jackson St,
Richmond, TX 77469.
The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval ta.x rate. As a result, Fort
Bend County General Fund is not required to hold an election cat which voters may
accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or
opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the governing body
of Fort Bend County General Fund at their offices or by attending the public hearing
mentioned above.
YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax Increase as follows:

FOR the proposal: Judge KP George, Commissioner Vincent Morales,
Commissioner Grady Prestage, Commissioner Andy fvtleyers.
Commissioner Ken DeMerchant

AGAINST the proposal: NONE

PRESENT and not voting: NONE

ABSENT: NONE

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
caiculdted to limit the rate of growth of property taxe.s in the state.
The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead
by Fort Bend County General Fund last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the

2020 2021 Change
Total tax rate :$0. 435876 $0.438300 increase of 0.002424.
(per $100 of :or 0.56%
value)
Average homestead "$24L367 5248.251 increase of 6, 884, or
taxable value 2. 85%
Tax on average $1,052.06 $1,088,08 increase of 36,02, or
hofjiestead 3, 42%
Total tax levy on S329,982,"0I5 $347,020,763 ■increase of
a! 1 properties 47.038,748, or 5, 16%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Fort Bend County
General Fund at 281'341-3710 or fbcinfo@fbctx.gov, or visit www.fbctx.gov for more
information.
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NOTICE OF IVrEETlNGTO^feON TOX
A tax rate of $0.014500 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body
of Fort Bend Co Drainage District. > .

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.014500 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.016863 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.016299 per $100

tHe no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 202V tax year that will raise the
same amount of property tax revenue for For,fBend Co Drajnage District from the same
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year.) -
The voter-approval rate is the highest ta^ate that Fort B^end Co Drainage District may
adopt without holding an election to s^lj voter approval of the rate.
The proposed tax rate is not greater thafVthe ho-new-revenue tax rate. This means that
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2021

■taxyear . '
A PUBLIC MEETING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON
September 14, 2021 AT 1:00 pKfl AT the Fort Bend County Historical Courthouse,
401Jackson St. Richmond, TX 77469. r
The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result,
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not required to hold an election at which voters may
accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for
or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at their offices or by attending the public meeting mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:
Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax decrease as follows:
FOR the proposal: Judge KP George, Commissioner Vincent Morales,

Commissioner Grady Prestage, Commissioner Andy Meyers,
Commissioner Ken DeMerchant

AGAiNST the proposal: NONE
PRESENTand not voting: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.
The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead
by Fort Bend Co Drainage District last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the
average residence homestead by Fort Bend Co Drainage District this year.

2020 1  . 2021 Change
Total tax rate $0 017331 |$0. 014500 idecrease of -
(per $100 of !  ' ' ■ 10.002831, or -16.33%
\ia 1 ue) t i

\verage homestead |$241,367
S

increase of 6,884, or
taxable value .  12.85%
Fax on average !$41.83 f$36. 00 Idecrease of -5.83, or
lomestead I' - h13.94%
Total tax levy on i$13. 271,036 111,631842 Idecrease of -
al l properties 11,636, 191 or -12.33%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at 281-341 -3710 or fbcinfo@fbctx.gov, or visit www,fbctx.gov for more
information.
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