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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF FORT BEND

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared who being by me duly sworn,
deposes and says that he is the publisher of Fort Bend Independent and that said newspaper meets the
requirements of Section 2051.044 of the Texas Government Code, to wit:

1. It devotes not less than twenty-five percent (25%) of its total column lineage to general interest
items;

2. ltis published at least once each week;
It is entered as second-class postal matter in the county where it is published; and

4. It has been published regularly and continuously since 2008.

Publisher further deposes and says that the attached notice was published in said newspaper
on the following date (s) to wit:

August 18, 2021

Notice of meeting to vote on tax rate

S shavdri Kumar
Publisher

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE ME by Seshadri Kumar who

(a) Is personally known to me, or

(b) Provided the following evidence to establish his/ her identity,

o -
On this the [ﬂ\ day of August, 2021 to certify which witness my hand and seal.of office. -

Notary Public, State of Texa

: JE%!LA TAMEZ
Notary Pubhc, State of Texas (A

Comm. Expires 08-15-2022 |
Notary iD 129921897 b




Fort Bend County politic

By SESHADRI KUMAR on top ol their lNowcehart, R
Former  Sugar  Land one. heing the representative s
Councilman  Russell Jones, of county at-farge and one
photo right, hus been repluced  being.  representative  of
by former Sugar Land City  municipalitics. the position
Manager Allen Bogard as  thal Jones held.
director on the board of the “Presidont  Russell Jones
Gulf Coast Water Authority,  represented all cities large und
There are no Republican  small in Fort Bend County,
pothofes  or  Pemocratic not just a small cities as the
potholes wnd flood  waters  county said in the agenda
don’t ook for Republican item.” Jessup said. :
homes or Democratic honics, “As chaiman of the Fort
politicians say often, meaning  Bead County mayors and city
roads. bridges and water are  council association, 1 sent a

and is a member of the Water
Resources Commilteu.
GOWA - provides  water
for industry, agriculture. and
municipalitics in  Brazoria,
Fort Bend, and  Galveston
County. The GCWA Canal

v
office located in Alvia. The
division owns and uperates the

American, Briscoe, and JulifT
Canal systems. This includes
approximuaely 400 miles of
main-ting canals and taterals,

and sbout 400,000 acre-toot

Texax Legislaure to increase,
the directors’  position. in
GCWA. Two pusitions were
added.  one  for  Brazoria
County and the other tor Fori
Bead.

Ten yearsago, the legislarwre
ncreased  the  pumber ol
direstors 1o len, and gave two
more seats to Brazoria and vne
more to Forl Bend County.
Jones has been oa the board
since then:

Though the directors are
appointedd by politicians, the

beyond politics. But, this does  letter to all my alf members
i~ o

not hold water, y
when it comes to watef issues
in Fort Bend County.

The {hree-member
Democratic majority of Fort
Bend County Commissioners
Court last Tuesday replaced
Russell €. Jores, loag-time
county representative 1o Lhe
Gull' Coust Water' Authority
und current president of the
body.

Meadows  Place  Mavor
Charles  Jessup und  Sugar
Land Mayor Joe Zimmerman
urged the conunissioners to re-
appoint fones and conveyed
the unanimous suppost of Fore
Bend  County  Mayors
City Council Asso
Jones® re-appointment,

of the s court,
expressing  (he  mayor’s
usanimous  support for
Russell Jones, as a municipal
representative. | belicve that
the removal of the sitting
president can only weaken
Fort Bend County. I question
the wisdom of this action.
Furthermore, 1 hope you're
tking into sccount the impaet
on Fort Berd County in your
decision,™ Jessup. twld  the
commissioners court.

Zimmerman  said, “'m
here to ask you lo consider
reappointing  Russell  Jones
to the Gulf Coast Water
Autbority. Russcll not only is
president of the board, he's the
chair of the contract review
and  faciliti €

fgnoring the impassioned
plea of the mayors, the
commissioners court

appointed former Sugar Land
City Manager Allen Bogard to
the GCWA on 1 3-2 vote.
There was no explanation
available for replacing Jones,
an attorney and former Supar
Land City C il ber,

and & member of the water
resousces committee, Clearly
Russelt  has  served  with
distinction. 1've talked to
fellow county judges in the
ather countics. They like |
betieve that Russell served
with distinction and deserves
1o be inted.

who has been on the GCWA
since 2011,

Galveston  Counly  gets
five representatives, Brazoria
County gets theee and Fort
Pend County owiy gets two
on the [0-mombir GCWA.
And one of thosé two sits

“Couple of the favts thal
we might want to consider.
Buck alter Hurricane Harvey,
Russell led the upgrade.

1

, Bougard

water supply and improved
drainage atong Oyster Creok,”
Zimmerman sai

“Oyster Creek is one of the
two main drainage pathways,
two main wawcesheds that are
the Brazos River und Oyster
Lreek. Not oaly in Sugar
Litnd, but iri Fort Bend County
he's been a voice for water
resowrces and  infrastructure
planning to asswre the Jong-
term sertaee water Fights,”

ago, afler K¢
George beeame the county
Judge. e wanted to make
his own appointment to the
GCWA. Jones would have
been a casualty at that time,
but the other director. Mike
McConngl, way  asked to
fe!

a Frederick, PE, was
appointed by the Fort Bend
County Conunissioners
Couit to the Gulf Const Water
Authority Boatd of Directors
in August 2019. She holds
the Fort Bend County Atl-
Large Position No. 1. Ms.
Frederick is a member of the
Long Range Planning, Capital
Project Review. and Contract
Review HG

sctually, the rep

enlargement  of  Shannon
pumip station. He's also been
i voice of reason for adequate

Now, Russell Jones™ term
cant up for rencwal
The Fort Bend County

NOTICE OF MEETING TO VOTE ON TAX RATE

A tax rate of $0.014500 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body
of Fort Bend Co Drainage District.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.014500 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.016863 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.016299 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tax year that will raise the
same amount of property tax revenue for Fort Bend Co Drainage District from the same
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year,

The voter-appioval tate is the highest-tax rate that Fort Bend Co Drainage. District may
adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2021
fax year.

A PUBLIC MEETING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON
September 14, 2021 AT 1:00 PM AT the Fort Bend County Historical Courthouse,
401 Jackson St. Richmond, TX 77469.

The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate, As a result,
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not required to hold an election at which voters may
accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However; you may express your support for
or opposition to the proposed tax rate. by contacting the members of Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at their offices or by attending the public meeting mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:
Property tax amount= (tax rate} x (taxable value of your property)/100

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax decrease as follows:

FORthe proposal:  Judge KP George, Commissioner Vincent Morales,
Commissioner Grady Prestage, Commissioner Andy Meyers,
Commissioner Ken DeMerchant

AGAINST the proposal: NONE {

PRESENT and not voting: NONE

ABSENT: NONE

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.
The fellowing table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead
by Fort Bend Co Drainage District last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the
average residence homestead by Fort Bend Co Drainage District this yaar.

i

2020
0.017331°

Change
decrease of -
0.002831, or ~16,33%

flotal tax rate
(por $100 of
alue)

$248.951 " inorease of 6,884, or|

Average homestead 8 ‘

[taxable value o 1 . 2.85%

Tax on'average  $41,83 | "$36,00 decrease of 5,83, or
homestead [ : ~13,94%

fotal tax levy on :$13,271.036 $11. 634, 842 decrease of -

1,636, 194, or ~12.33%

Bl properties {

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at 281-341-3710 or fhcinfo@fbctx.gov, or visit www.foctx.gov for more
information.

Jones

customers served include the  operations on political b

Com!ﬂissi«’mcrs‘ Court  citjes of Sugar Land, Bearkmd The purpose of replacing,
appointed Russell C. Jones  and Missouri City, as well Joncs is nor because of his
cations,

Wothe Gulf Coast Water as Fort Bend WCID #2 and  performance or que
Autherity Bourd o' Dircetors  pecan Grove M.U.D.
i July 2001 e held the Several ago. GCWA  mukq his own appointinent.

Fort Bend County Municipal had only five members, alt After  all,  Jones  was
Position No. 1. During his from  Gatveston County. appointed by a Republican-
wnure, Jones has betd the  Around that, GCWA reneged  controlled Commissioners
Secretary-  gn its water supply contract  Court and Jones himself is

oftices of Assistan

Treasurer, Viee President and  with the City of Sugar Land.  known to be 1 Republican.
Does

?fk?sf('ﬂllfr He also s "Vl'\i_ a4 Sugar Land council mentbers The question remain:
Chair of the Contruct Review  gnd some others from the it matter if the GCWA dic
and  Facilities  commitices  Houston arca, approached the  is a Republican or Demo

Unions criticize decision by Fort Bend ISD to ignore

school public safety guidance

MISSOURI CITY - Unions representing working people throughout Fort Bend County,
including Fort Bend ISD, eriticized Fort Bend ISD’s decision today to ignore public salety
guidance by not enforeing 2 mask mandate for schools and district facilities.

Texas Gulf Coast Area Labor Federation Executive Director Hany Khalil said, “The
CDC, lotal aad state public health stlicials, snd the entire medical community have made
it clear: During the delta surge masks are vital to Keeping our Kids, co-workers, and
communities sale. Judge KP George showed guts by mandating masks in schools and
government bulldings in Fort Bend County despite Governor Abbott’s attempt to sabotage
local officials’ ability tu Keep schools safe. We're disappointed that Fort Bend ISD'S Board
has failed this test of leadership.”

Fort Bend AFT President Glenda Macal said, “Every student in Fort Bend ISD descrves
o safe learning envivoament, and every worker - teachers, pavaprofessionaly, bus drivers,
cafeteria workers, custodians, all of us - deéserves a safe working environment, We're

disuppointed that vur leadership in Fort Bend ISD have decided to ignore the concerns ol

the community and the safety of ouc kids."

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.438300 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of
Fort Bend County Genaral Funid.
" PROPOSED TAX RATE
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE

$0,438300 per $100
$0.425081 per $100
$0.448325 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tax year that will raise the same
amount of property tax revenue for Fort Bend County General Fund from the same
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year.
The voter-approval rateis the highest tax rate that Fort Bend County General Fund may
adopt without hokling an election to seek voter approval of the rate.
The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenie tax rate. This means that Fort
Bend County General Fund is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2021 tax year.
A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 14,
2021 AT 1:00 PM AT the Fort Bend County Historical Courthouse, 401 Jackson St,
Richmond, TX 77469.
The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, Fort
Bend County General Fund is not required to hold an election at which voters may
accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or
opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the governing body
of Fort Bend County General Fund at their offices or by attending the public hearing
maentioned above. ’
YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxabie value of your property}/100

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax increase as follows:

FOR the proposal:  Judge KP George , Commissioner Vincent Morales,
Commissioner Grady Prestage, Commissioner Andy Meyers,
Commissioner Ken DeMerchant

AGAINST the proposal: NONE

PRESENT and not voting: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated 1o limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead
by Fort Bend County General Fund last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the
average residence homestead by Fort Bend County General Fund this year,

2020 2021 . Change
Total tax rate 3. 435876 $0. 438300 " “increase of 0.002424,
(per $100 of . or 0.56%
value} .
Average homestead 5241, 367 " §248.251 increase of 6,884, or
taxable value 2. 85%
Tax on average '$1,052.06 $1,088.08 increase of 36.02. or
homestead 3.42%
Total tax levy on $320.982,015 $347.020, 763 ‘increase of

all properties :17,038.748. or 5.16%

Far assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Fort Bend County
General Fund at 281-341-3710 or fhcinfo@fbetx.gov, or visit www.fixctx.gov for more
information;

of water rights. Municipal GCEWA tself did siot am its

but because KP George can
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, accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for

. Drainage District at their ofﬁces or by attending the public meeting mentioned above.

. FOR the proposal:  Judge KP George, Commissioner Vincent Morales,

' AGAINST the proposal: NONE

NOTICE OF MEETING TO VOTE ON TAX RATE |

A tax rate of $Q. 014500 per $100 valuatlon has been proposed by the governlng body
of Fort Bend Co Drainage District. . : j

PROPOSED TAX RATE ~ $0.014500 per $100 - B
NO- NEW—REVENUE TAX RATE $0.016863 per $100 S
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.016299 per $1 00

The no- nNéW-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tax year that erI raise the |

'same amount of property tax revenue for Fortt Bend Co Dragnage Drstrrct from the same |
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax yearl: - '
The voter-approval rate is the highest tax ate that Fort Bend Co Drarnage Dlstrrct may .
adopt without holding an election to seelg voter approval of the rate. j
The proposed tax rate is not greater thah the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that |
Fort Bend Co Drainage District i |s not proposrng to increase property taxes for the 2021 |

A PUBLIC MEETING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON |
September 14, 2021 AT 1:00 PM AT the Fort Bend County Historical Courthouse, 7
401 Jackson St. Richmond, TX 77469. :
The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter—approval tax rate. As a result, |
Fort Bend Co Drainage District is not requrred to hold an election at which voters may

or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of Fort Bend Co |

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE |

CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:
Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)l1 00 -

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax decrease as follows:

Commissioner Grady Prestage, Commissioner Andy Meyers,
Commissioner Ken DeMerchant ,

PRESENT and not voting: ~ NONE : : Lo
ABSENT S NONE

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state. :
The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead |
by Fort Bend Co Drainage District last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the .
average residence homestead by Fort Bend Co Drainage District this year. -

. 2020 y 2021 ' Change
fotal tax rate . :§0.017331 $0. 014500 decrease of -
(per $100 of ' "~ 0.002831, or -16.33% }
value) \ o ’ : '
verage homestead $241,367 $248,251 increase of 6,884, or ‘
taxable value ' : . i2.85% , !
" [fax on average. $41.83 - 1$36.00 - decrease of -5.83, or
' homestead ' <13.94%
[fotal tax levy on :$13,271,036 -1$11, 634, 842 decrease of -
Liu properties - . 11,636,194, or ~12.33%( "

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for Fort Bend Co
Drainage District at 281-341-3710 orfbcrnfo@fbctx gov, or visit www.fbctx.gov for more
mformatlon
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