
This page outlines the changes made to the Animal Control Ordinance for Commissioners Court, 
Approval originally approved on June 25, 2002 and amended on December 2, 2003.   
The following definitions shall be added to Section I, Definitions: 

R. Community Cat:  shall mean a free-roaming cat who may be cared for by one or 
more residents of the immediate area who is/are known or unknown; a community 
cat may or may not be feral. 

S. Community Cat Caregiver: shall mean a person who, in accordance with a good 
faith effort to conduct Trap-Neuter-Return, provides care, which may include food, 
shelter, or medical care to a community cat.  However, community cat caregivers 
are not the owner, harborer, controller or keeper of a community cat. 

T. Eartipping shall mean the removal of the ¼ inch tip of a community cat’s left ear, 
performed while the cat is under anesthesia in compliance with any applicable 
federal or state law and under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian. Eartips 
are designed to identify a community cat as being sterilized and lawfully vaccinated 
for rabies. 

U. Shelter-Neuter-Return: shall be the involvement of shelters in Trap-Neuter-Return 
programs with cats impounded in the shelters to include, sterilizing, vaccinating for 
rabies, eartipping, and returning community cats to their environments.   
 

 Section III, Restraint and Impoundment shall be amended as follows: 
A. All dogs and cats shall be kept under restraint, except as provided for in the Trap-

Neuter-Return program.  
(1). Shelter-Neuter-Return shall be permitted to be practiced by community 
cat caregivers, organizations, and animal control, in compliance with any 
applicable federal or state law. As a part of Trap-Neuter-Return, spay or neuter 
and vaccination for rabies shall take place under the supervision of a licensed 
veterinarian. 
(2).   An eartipped cat received by a shelter or animal control will be returned 
to the location where found unless veterinary care is required. 
(3).  Registered community cat caregivers are empowered to reclaim 
impounded community cats without proof of ownership solely for the purpose of 
carrying out Shelter-Neuter-Return and/or returning eartipped community cats to 
their original locations. 
(4). A registered community cat caregiver who returns a community cat to its 
original location while conducting Shelter-Neuter-Return is not deemed to have 
abandoned the cat. 
(5). Shelter-Neuter-Return shall be the preferred disposition for impounded 
community cats. Animal control and the local shelter are authorized and 
encouraged to conduct Trap-Neuter-Return or to direct impounded community 
cats to a Shelter-Neuter-  Return program. 
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