
AGENDA ITEM

FORT BEND COUNTY FY 2009 7

COMMISSIONERS COURT AGENDA REQUEST FORM
Return Completed Form to: Agenda Coordinator, County Judge's Office

Date Submitted: April 21, 2009 Submitted By: Ann Werlein

Department: Juvenile

Court Date: April 28, 2009 Telephone: 281-341-8634

SUMMARY OF ITEM:

County Judge: Approve renewal of agreement between Fort Bend County and Fort Bend County

Dispute Resolution Center for FY09 in the amount of $132,26^. (Fund: Non-Departmental, Fees)

Agreement/Appointment: YES v NO

Reviewed by County Attorney's Office: YES " NO

List Supporting Documents Attached: Annual report

FINANCIAL SUMMARY: "

Budgeted Item: YES " NO
Funding Source: FY09 Non-Departmental Fees

Requires Auditor to Certify Funds: YES * NO

Instructions for submitting an Agenda Request:

* Completely fill out agenda form: incomplete forms will not be processed.

* Agenda Request Forms may be submitted by e-mail, fax, or inter-office mail, and all

information must be provided by Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. to all departments listed below.

* Original back-up must be received in County Judge's Office by 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday.

DISTRIBUTION:

Original Form Submitted with back up to County Judge's Office: □ ( • when completed)
If by E-Mail to ospindon(S>co.fort-bend.tx.us If by Fax to: (281) 341 -8609

Distribute copies with back-up to all listed below. If by fax, send to the numbers below:

* Auditor (281-341-3774) * Comm. Pet. 1 (281-342-0587)

* Budget Officer (281-344-3954) * Comm. Pet. 2 (281-403-8009)

* Facilities/Planning (281-633-7022) " Comm. Pet. 3 (281-242-9060)

* Purchasing Agent (281-341-8642) * Comm. Pet. 4 (281-980-9077)

" Information Technology (281-341-4526) " County Clerk (281-341-8697)

□ other: * County Atty (281-341-4557)

Recommendation:

5--15-_ 04 ov\ a.



FORT BEND COUNTY

DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER

MEMORANDUM

L7\ 9t 203
i

TO: Honorable Robert Hebert, Fort Bend County Judge |
Honorable Roy Cordes, Fort Bend County Attorney I

FROM: Shelly Hudson, Executive Director f
DATE: April 21,2009

RE: DRC Contract Renewal

As you are aware, the DRC proposes to renew the 2008-2009 contract terms with the

county for 2009-2010.

Enclosed you will find the following additional information:

1. 2008-2009 Case Statistics;

2. 2009-2010 Proposed Contract with Budget; and

3. Year-to-Date Financial Information.

We look forward to continuing to provide low-cost, effective alternative dispute

resolution services to the citizens of Fort Bend County.

If you have questions, please feel free to call me at 281-342-5000 orfbdrc@fbnet.net.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

211 Houston Street • Richmond, Texas 77469

Phone: 281-342-5000 • Fax: Local 281-232-6443; Houston Metro 1-888-303-6443



FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER
211 Houston Street • Richmond, Texas 77469

Phone: 281-342-5000 • Local Fax: 281-232-6443 • Houston Metro Fax: 1-888-303-6443

DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER CASE STATISTICS

Settlement Week

District & CCL Courts

23

2%

Other Civil Cases

53

5%

Total Case Load: 1,072, which is a 32% increase over cases handled in 2007-

2008. This increase is largely due to Credit Card Collection Cases in the

Justice Courts. There was a spike in these filings when the jurisdiction

increased to $10,000.
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STATE OF TEXAS §

COUNTY OF FORT BEND §

AGREEMENT BETWEEN FORT BEND COUNTY AND

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTERESOLUTION CENTER

THIS AGREEMENT entered into by and between Fort Bend County, Texas (hereinafter

referred to as "County"), a body corporate and politic acting herein by and through its Commissioners

Court, and Fort Bend County Dispute Resolution Center, a Texas non-profit corporation (hereinafter

referred to as "Center").

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the County desires to continue an Alternative Dispute Resolution System

("System") for the peaceable and expeditious resolution of citizen disputes, as authorized by

§152.002, Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code; and

WHEREAS, the County is authorized to contract with a private non-profit corporation for the

purpose of administering the System; and

WHEREAS, the Center has the experience and knowledge to effectively manage such System

and desires to provide assistance to the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements herein

contained, the parties agree as follows:

I.

TERM

1.01 The term of this Agreement shall be for one year beginning on June 1, 2009 and ending on

May 31, 2010.

1.02 This Agreement shall be renewable, subject to express written agreement.

1.03 The parties shall give written notice of their intention to renew this Agreement at least thirty

(30) days prior to the renewal date.

ADR Contract with Fort Bend County 2009-2010

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER



FUNDING

The County shall provide funding under this Agreement in the amount of $132,269.00 as set

forth in the Center's yearly budget projection, which amount shall be due and payable upon execution

of this Agreement.

III.

MANAGEMENT

3.01 The County expressly grants the Center the exclusive authority to manage the System. This

includes the authority to implement rules, procedures and policies that control or direct all

affairs of the System.

3.02 The Center's yearly budget projection is attached hereto as Exhibit "A".

IV.

COURT COSTS

4.01 The County shall continue to collect the maximum additional court costs authorized by

§152.004, Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, which amount is currently $15.00, to be

taxed, collected and paid as court costs in each civil case (except suits for delinquent taxes)

filed in either the county or district courts in the County.

4.02 The County shall continue to collect the maximum additional court costs authorized by

§152.004, Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, which amount is currently $5.00, to be

taxed, collected and paid as court costs in each civil case (except suits for delinquent taxes)

filed in justice of the peace courts in the County.

V.

FUND ADMINISTRATION

5.01 All court costs collected pursuant to §152.004, Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, shall

be maintained in the "Alternative Dispute Resolution System Fund." The Commissioners

Court shall administer this fund, which shall only be used to establish and maintain the

System.

5.02 The Center shall maintain and administer an operating account separate and distinct from the

Alternative Dispute Resolution Fund. The Operating Account may be funded by user fees,

donations, grants and fundraising activities in addition to any amounts provided by

Commissioners Court.

5.03 The County shall provide funding under this Agreement in the amount of $132,269.00 as set

forth in the Center's yearly budget projection, which amount shall be due and payable upon

execution of this Agreement.

VI.

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

6.01 It is agreed by the parties that at all times and for all purposes hereunder the Center is an

independent contractor and not an employee of Fort Bend County. No statement contained in

this Agreement shall be construed so as to find any employee if the Center an employee of

ADR Contract with Fort Bend County 2009-2010 2

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER



the County, and the Center, its agents and employees shall be entitled to none of the rights,

privileges or benefits of County employment, unless provided by County authorization.

6.02 The Center is to be and shall remain an independent agency with respect to all services

performed under this Agreement.

VII.

LIABILITY INSURANCE

The Center shall, during the entire term of this Agreement, keep in full force and effect a policy

of general liability insurance in which the limits shall not be less than $100,000 for each person and

$300,000 for each single occurrence for bodily injury or death and $100,000 for each single

occurrence for destruction of property. The policy shall name the County and the Center as insured,

and shall contain a clause that the insurer will not cancel or change the insurance without first giving

the County at least ten (10) days prior written notice. The insurance shall be in a company

acceptable to the Fort Bend County Insurance Department and a copy of the policy or certification of

insurance shall be delivered to the County on or before the date of this Agreement.

VIM.

SERVICES NOT PROVIDED

8.01 No claim for service furnished by the Center not specifically provided in the Agreement will be

allowed by the Center.

8.02 The Center shall have the right to petition the County if a budget shortfall occurs.

IX.

NOTICES

Notices, correspondence, and all other communications shall be addressed to Fort Bend

County Commissioners Court and submitted to the following representatives:

To County: The Honorable Robert Hebert, County Judge

Fort Bend County

301 Jackson Street, Room 101

Richmond, Texas 77469

281-341-8609 Telephone

281-341-8609 Fax

With copy to: The Honorable Roy Cordes, County Attorney

Fort Bend County

301 Jackson Street, Room 101

Richmond, Texas 77469

281-341-4555 Telephone

281-341-4557 Fax

ADR Contract with Fort Bend County 2009-2010

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER



Notices to the Dispute Resolution Center will be submitted to:

Shelly Hudson, Executive Director

Fort Bend County Dispute Resolution Center

211 Houston Street

Richmond, Texas 77469

281-342-5000 Telephone

281-232-6443 Fax

X.

MISCELLANEOUS

10.01 This Agreement shall be construed under and in accord with the laws of the State of Texas,

and all obligations of the parties created hereunder are performable in Fort Bend County,

Texas.

10.02 In the event one or more of the provisions contained in this Agreement shall for any reason be

held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality, or

unenforceability shall not affect any other provision hereof and this Agreement shall be

construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision had never been contained

herein.

10.03 The waiver by either party of a breach of any provision of this agreement shall not operate as

or be construed as a waiver of any subsequent breach.

10.04 Any amendments to this agreement shall be of no effect unless in writing and signed by both

parties hereto.

XI.

ENTIRE AGREEMENT: REQUIREMENT OF A WRITING

It is understood and agreed that the entire Agreement of the parties is contained herein and

that this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties relating to

the subject matter hereof as well as any previous agreements presently in effect between the parties

relating to the subject matter hereof. Any alteration, amendments, deletions, or waivers of the

provisions of this Agreement shall be valid only when expressed in writing and duly signed by the

parties.

EXECUTION PAGE TO FOLLOW

ADR Contract with Fort Bend County 2009-2Q10

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the dates indicated

below.

ATTEST:

BY:

DIANNE WILSON,

County Clerk

FORT BEND COUNTY

BY:

ROBERT HEBERT,

County Judge

DATE:

FORT BEND DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER

/teQUEilNE BLANKENSHIP,

RC Chairman of the Board

DATE:

AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that funds are available in the amount of $/Jo?,^^7. from toe- ADR Fund?
128 and the amount ef-$ ■ - from account 010-045-4010 to paylhe obligation of Fort
Bend County under and within the foregoing contract. iO*io7l&J

BY:

ED STURDIVANT, Auditor

ADR Contract with Fort Bend County 2009-2010

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER



EXHIBIT "A"

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER

Proposed Budget for 2009-2010 Fiscal Year

Income

Funds from County (ADR & General Fund) 132,269

Fees from Mediation Services 22,000

Mediation Training Classes 4,000

Total Income $158,269

Expenses

Bank Charges 160

Events & Promotions 2,500

General Liability Insurance 4,500

Health Insurance - Staff 10,200

Independent CPA Services 3,000

Mediation Training 1,200

Miscellaneous Expenses 1,400

Office Supplies 4,200

Part-time Labor 24,660

Payroll Expenses 49,799

Payroll Taxes 5,400

Postage 1,100

Printing 400

Rent - Equipment 850

Rent - Office 34,500

Repairs 1,400

Staff Development 400

Telephone 10,500

Travel 1,500

Total Expenses $158,269

ADR Contract with Fort Bend County 2009-2010

FORT BEND COUNTY DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER
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05/11/2089 13:50 2B12326443 FT BEND DRC PAGE 02

This Spectrum Policy consists of the Declarations, Coverage Forms, Common Policy Conditions and any

other Forms and Endorsements issued to be a part of the Policy. This insurance is provided by the stock

insurance company of The Hartford Insurance Group shown below.

INSURER: HARTFORD LLOYDS INSURANCE COMPANY

7B5 GREENS PARKWAY, SUITE 200. HOUSTON, TX 77067

COMPANY CODE' B

Policy Number: fil Sm LR5508 DX IHE

Hartford
SPECTRUM POLICY DECLARATIONS original

» Named Insured and Mailing Address: FOR? BEND COUNTY DISPUTE

* (No, Street, Town, State, Zip Code) RESOLUTION CENTER

3 21.1 HnnRTON STREET

RICHMOND TX 77469
3

h Policy Period: From ns/in/nq To 05/30/10 1 YEAR

o 12:01 a.m., Standard time at your mailing address shown above. Exception; 12 noon in New Hampshire.

; Name of Agent/Broker: MARX DALTON INSURANCE AGENCY/PHS

* Code: 613745

0 Previous Policy Number: 61 SBA LR55 08

1 Named Insured is; NON-PROFIT

Audit Period: NON-auditable

type or Property Coverage: SPECIAL

Insurance Provided: In return for the payment of the premium and subject to .all of the terms of this policy, we

agree with you to provide insurance as stated in this policy.

TOTAL ANNUAL PREMIUM IS: $922

Countersigned by is 03/18/09

Authorized Repre&entaiiwe Date

Form SS 00 02 12 06 Page 001 (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Process. Date; 03 /1B / 0 9 Policy Expiration Date: 05 / j 0 /10

INSURED COPY



05/11/2809 13:50 2812326443 FT BEND DRC PAGE 03

\SPECTRUM POLICY DECLARATIONS {Continued)

POLICY NUMBER: 61 SBA LR5508

Loc«tion(s). Bu.ia.ng(s), Business of Named Insured and Schedule of Coverages for Premises as designated by

Number below,

Location; 001 Building: 001

211 HOUSTON ST

RICHMOND TX 77469

Description of Business:

LAWXKRS «< LAW FIRMS

Deductible: $ 2SO PER OCCURRENCE

BUILDING AND BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY LIMITS OF INSURANCE

BUILDING

NO COVERAGE

BUSINtSS PERSONAL PROPERTY

REPLACEMENT COST

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF OTHER8

REPLACEMENT COST

MONEY AND SECURITIES

IKSIDE THE PREMISES

OUTSIDE THE PREMISES

$ 42,BOO

MO COVERAGE

$ JLU,000

$ 5,000

Form ss oo 02 12 06

Process Date: 03/18/09

page 002 (cowtiwued on next pace)

Policy Expiration Date: 05/30/10



B5/U/2809 13:56 2812326443 FT BEND DRC PAGE 04

fiCTRUM POLICY DECLARATIONS (Continued)

JLICYNUMBER: 61 SBA LR5508

Loca.ion(s). Build,ng(s). Bus.ness of Named Insured and Scheduie of Coverages for Premises as designated by

Number below.

Location: 001 Building: 001

PROPERTY OPTIONAL COVERAGES APPLICABLE LIMITS OF INSURANCE

TO THIS LOCATION

h roSM: 00 04 74
SS ***

o

H

COVKRAOE X.XHITS XS ATTACHED.

LIHITKD FOWOI, BWMKRIX OR VIRUS
» COVWUU3K:

3 UW FOR THIS

iiCT » Mir. womn
ouc oh xhisM rODMD «XSBWB3OUt OH XHIS

^ nCUJPlH BOSXKBBS UKOHK AMD KVXKA
IT1 Etmiai covwraok

b0,00O

30 DAYS

S 00 02 12 0C

Process Date: 03/1B/O9

Pag« 003 (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
Policy Expiration Date: 05/3 0/10



05/11/2889 13:50 281232&443 FT BEND DRC PAGE 05

SPECTRUM POLICY DECLARATIONS (Continued)

POLICY NUMBER; 61 SBA LR5506

PROPERTY OPTIONAL COVERAGES APPUCABLE LIMITS OF INSURANCE

TO ALL LOCATIONS

saanatas xmcohb ahd extra jupxnse

COVWXXJOM

COVKRAGK IHCX.0DES TBM. P0LMWDK3

COVXRAOE EXTIMSIONS:

action or civil

xxxkwdbd Busneras ihcomb:

.12 MONTHS ACTUAL LOSS SUSTAINED

30 DAYS
3€ CONSECUTIVE DAYS

BKKftXDONH COVERAOE

coverage ran Dxnccr physical loss

DDE TO:
MECHAWICAX. PWtAKDOWW,

AMP 8TVIUH KXFI^OaZON

THIS JUDPXTXOM0UL COVBRXOB

tmw FOUUOHXKO Cm3

BU.2ARDODS Bt

UKCHINXCAL BNKMCDOmi COVUUOB ONIiT

APFUKS M8XM BOZLDZW OR BO8XNKS8
PKKSOttfcX. PHOPDMCTf IS OMUKCrtC OB

not policy

IDBRXTY BXCOVKRY COVKKAOK

worn ss 41 la

50,000
50,000

15.000

Form SS 00 02 12 06
Page 004 (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Pvniratinn Datf!! 05/30/10
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05/11/2009 13:50 2812326443 FT BEND DRC

;CTRUM POUCY DECLARATIONS (Continued)

jJCYNUMBFR: 61 SBA LR55D8

BUSINESS LIABILITY

UABILITY AND MEDICAL EXPENSES

MEDICAL EXPENSES -ANYONE PERSON

PERSONAL AND ADVEK USING INJURY

PAGE 0B

LIMITS OF INSURANCE

$1,000,000

$ 10,000

$1,000,000

o

CD

o

in

©

DAMAGES TO PREMISES RENTED TO YOU

ANY ONE PREMISES

AGGREGATE LIMITS

PRODUCTS-COMPLETED OPERATIONS

GENERAL AGGREGATE

WJBXMK3S

OOVKHA0KS

OPTIOKaZ.

BZRED/MOHI-OMBBD AOTO 1,1ABILITT

3S 06 66

5 3DO,O0U

S2,000,000

$2,000,000

$1,000,000

Form SS DO 02 12 06

Process Date: 03/18/09

005 (CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Policy Expiration Date: 05/30/10


