
Elliott, Annie 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Annie, 

Rangel, Michelle 
Friday, July 28, 2017 2:41 PM 
Elliott, Annie 
Sec. 61.003. DONATION OF REIMBURSEMENT/K9 officers 
juror donation K9 officers inc.pdf; 61.003 juror donation.pdf 

Your office contacted me to ask about whether Sec. 61.003. DONATION OF REIMBURSEMENT would allow you to 
consider the request for same presented by K9 Officers, Inc. The front page of their proposal is attached for reference 
but I will return the originals to you via interoffice. The statue allows jurors to donate their reimbursement to specified 
programs including any other program approved by the commissioners court of the county, including a program 
established under Article 56.04(f), Code of Criminal Procedure that offers psychological counseling to jurors in criminal 
cases involving 
graphic evidence or testimony. I have attached the statute as well as an AG ruling identifying that this provision is broad 
and not limited to just counseling programs. Specifically, the attached states: "the Legislature retained the language 
giving the commissioners court authority to choose "any other program" and added authority to allow donations to a 
juror counseling program." Thus, this request could be considered by C Court and if approved, could be listed among 
those organizations to receive jurors donations. 

I've also attached legislative updates effective Sept 1 but that don't affect this particular question. You will want to take 
a look and see if this creates any need to discuss. 

I trust this answers your question. If not, please feel free to reach out. 

Michelle T. Rangel 
General Counsel Division Chief 
Fort Bend County Attorney's Office 
401 Jackson Street 
Richmond, Texas 77469 
Telephone No. 281-341-4555 
Fax No. 281-341-4557 
Michelle.Rangel@fortbendcountytx.gov 

+++++CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE+++++ 
The information in this email may be confidential and/or privileged. This email is intended to be reviewed by only the individual or organization named 
above. If you are not the intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination or copying of this email and its attachments, if any, or the information contained herein is prohibited. If you have received this email in 
error, please immediately notify the sender by return email and delete this email from your system. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
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r.-T£Rf1A.L u-~'ENtJE SERVICE 

iP. 0 . BOX 2508 

c:~ClNNAT::, Oli 452C:l 

Dal!!: SEP 06 2013 

K9 OFFICEFS :a.;c 
S~l4 C'H"J'.'RPY R::OGE RO~ 

Dear ~ppl::.ca:it: 

Ereployer Ident_f_~~t or swr.ber: 
 

DL-.,,: 

 
Contact Persa::;, 

ROOE:- W Vi-..NCE 

,::ontilc:- ':'elepnon~ t;ur:.ben 
urn s2g.5soc 

~c oun-i-g P~r·od Enoir.g: 
;;)~ce:o.ber 3: 

i?®lic Cr.arity S a \16: 

:7 \ ) ·1 (A) 'vii 
Form 9 °0 Req-IJ · rer:: 

Ye 
Effec~ive Date of EX m t: n: 

Mar~h 25, 20:3 
:-cntribution Deduc iti:'iy· 

Yes 
Addendum Applies: 

,Jc 

We are pleased to inform you that: pon rev ew cf your application ±or tax 
exerepL scnt~s we have etermined that you are exempt =!"om Federa _ncome ~ax 
w:d.e::- section 501 cJ {3, o _ ~~e ~:iterna_ ReYe:me Code. ccntr,e.b tio:r:s to you a.re 
ded ctible t.:nder sec:::.on 110 c_ c:Le Code. You are a1sc q-u.al.!.fied to !"eceive 
tax ded.• .. c:..iz:e teq-.iests, devises, ::ransters or gitts ur.der secLo 20!:>!:>, 2.lJ6 
o:r l. .12 o1 :::!le cod . Be_ause c.his Lett.er co•..tld he:!.p .t.es 1ve any qi..est.io:r:s 
2"egarding yo'.u exemp'" s at e, '/ ..1 9h u_d keep _ L _ your permane:ct re ·ord.3 . 

Organ 2at!.OI!B exempt i..::nder sec~ion 5-0l,c, (3) o! t.he Code are f'.i.:.rth r c assified 
as el.th .r pl..b i ~!lar-ties o:::.- private !o•..1ndatiCJns. ·e det rmineci that you dre 
a pi...b-ir; c.. r · t.y t.."ldet t:he code sect:J.o!... {s > ll.sr.ed .i.n the ea.ding ;,!. t: is 
let:.te.r. 

Plea~e see e closed Puhl_ca~_on 4221-PC, Corr.p l~.a..~~e Gu_de !or 501(c} (3) PuLlic 
Cbu:_ties, fm.· s~me t:.e1p=1..;,1 J.nfo_n: tion. abc1ut j0''1.1: .a~aponti b.i.lities as an 
e:>: .. irpt org ni; tion. 

sine icc·ly. 

E.~:os re: Public in 4221-P 



FORT BEND COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
ENFORCEMENT BUREAU 

Patrol Division 
1410 Williams Way Blvd. 
Richmond,Texas77469 

Phone: 281-341-8700 

September 6, 2014 

K9 Officers Inc. 
9950 Spring Green Blvd. Ste. 408 #105 
Katy, Tx. 77494 

Mr. & Mrs. Smith, 

The Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office is grateful for K9 Officers Inc. and the recent 
donation of almost $13,000.00 to assist in the purchase of (2) dual purpose canines. We 
are also appreciative of your involvement, in our Canine-Handler selection process and 
the knowledge and experience you contributed to the interview panel. 

Thanks to your kind support, we were able to provide the necessary funding to secure 
"Rudy" and "Kaja", who are currently undergoing an (8) week program with their 
trainers and will be joined by Deputies, T. Mangum and P. McGuigan on July 15th, 2014 
for a (5) week, Canine-Handler course. 

I have attached photos of the Deputies and canines. Note: K-9, Kaja has the white patch 
of hair on her chest. She was chosen by Deputy McGuigan (wearing glasses). Deputy 
Mangum (not wearing glasses), chose K-9, Rudy. 

Kaja is a Female, Belgian Malinois, Born: July 14th, 2012. She is trained in 
narcotics detection and patrol functions and will be available for a handler on July 
15th. 

Rudy is a male, Belgian Malinois, Born: November 51h, 2012. He is trained in 
narcotics detection and patrol functions and will be available for a handler on July 
15th. 

Once their initial training is complete and we get them settled into their new homes, we'll 
contact you for photo opportunities and press release. 





... 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING FOR CERTAIN GRAND ... , 2017 Tex. Sess. Law ... 

MTR: New legistlation for 2017 

2017 Tex. Sess. Law Serv. Ch. 1160 (S.B. 1264) (VERNON'S) 

VERNON'S TEXAS SESSION LAW SERVICE 2017 

Eighty-Fifth Legislature, 2017 Regular Session 

Additions are indicated by Text; deletions by Tutt . 
Vetoes are indicated by ~ ; 

stricken material by -!fefl- . 

CHAPTER 1160 

S.B. No. 1264 

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING FOR CERTAIN GRAND JURORS 

AN ACT 
relating to psychological counseling for certain grand jurors. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: 

SECTION 1. Article 56.04(f), Code of Criminal Procedure, is amended to read as follows: 

<<TX CRIM PRO Article. 56.04 >> 

(f) The commissioners court may approve a program in which the crime victim liaison or victim assistance coordinator 
may offer not more than 10 hours of post-investigation or posttrial psychological counseling for a person who serves as 
a grand juror, alternate grand juror, juror, or [an ] alternate juror in a grand jury investigation or criminal trial involving 
graphic evidence or testimony and who requests the post-investigation or posttrial psychological counseling not later 
than the 180th day after the date on which the grand jury or jury [in the trial ] is dismissed. The crime victim liaison or 
victim assistance coordinator may provide the counseling using a provider that assists local criminal justice agencies in 
providing similar services to victims. 

SECTION 2. Section 61.003(a), Government Code, is amended to read as follows: 

<<TX GOVT§ 61.003 >> 

(a) Each person who reports for jury service shall be personally provided a form letter that when signed by the 
person directs the county treasurer to donate all, or a specific amount designated by the person, of the person's daily 
reimbursement under this chapter to: 

(1) the compensation to victims of crime fund under Subchapter B, Chapter 56, Code of Criminal Procedure; 

(2) the child welfare, child protective services, or child services board of the county appointed under Section 264.005, 
Family Code, that serves abused and neglected children; 

(3) any program selected by the commissioners court that is operated by a public or private nonprofit organization 
and that provides shelter and services to victims of family violence; 

(4) any other program approved by the commissioners court of the county, including a program established under 
Article 56.04(f), Code of Criminal Procedure, that offers psychological counseling [to jttrors ] in criminal cases 
involving graphic evidence or testimony; or 

WES TL AW 



PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING FOR CERTAIN GRAND ... , 2017 Tex. Sess. Law ... 

(5) a veterans court program established by the commissioners court as provided by Chapter 124. 

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2017. 

Passed the Senate on April 19, 2017: Yeas 31, Nays O; passed the House on May 21, 2017: Yeas 129, Nays 12, one present 
not voting. 
, 

Approved June 15, 2017. 

Effective September 1, 2017. 

End of Document 

WESTLAW 



§ 61.003. Donation of Reimbursement, TX GOVT§ 61.003 

MTR current law 

• KeyCite Red Flag - Severe Negative Treatment 

Enacted LegislationAmended by 2017 Tex. Sess. Law Serv. Ch. 1160 (S.B. 1264) (VERNON'S), 

KeyCite Yellow Flag - Negative TreatmentProposed Legislation 

Vernon's Texas Statutes and Codes Annotated 
Government Code (Refs & Annas) 

Title 2. Judicial Branch (Refs & Annas) 
Subtitle E. Juries 

Chapter 61. General Provisions 

V.T.C.A., Government Code § 61.003 

§ 61.003. Donation of Reimbursement 

Effective: September 1, 2015 

Currentness 

(a) Each person who reports for jury service shall be personally provided a form letter that when signed by the 
person directs the county treasurer to donate all, or a specific amount designated by the person, of the person's daily 
reimbursement under this chapter to: 

( 1) the compensation to victims of crime fund under Subchapter B, Chapter 56, Code of Criminal Procedure; 1 

(2) the child welfare, child protective services, or child services board of the county appointed under Section 264.005, 
Family Code, that serves abused and neglected children; 

(3) any program selected by the commissioners court that is operated by a public or private nonprofit organization 
and that provides shelter and services to victims of family violence; 

(4) any other program approved by the commissioners court of the county, including a program established under 
Article 56.04(t), Code of Criminal Procedure, that offers psychological counseling to jurors in criminal cases involving 
graphic evidence or testimony; or 

(5) a veterans court program established by the commissioners court as provided by Chapter 124. 

(a-1) The form letter provided under Subsection (a) must include a blank in which a person may enter the amount of 
the daily reimbursement the person wishes to donate. 

(a-2) The form letter provided under Subsection (a) must contain a brief description of the programs designated for 
donation under that subsection. 

'tv'ESTLAVV 



§ 61.003. Donation of Reimbursement, TX GOVT§ 61.003 

(b) The county treasurer or a designated county employee shall collect each form letter directing the county treasurer to 

donate the reimbursement of a person who reports for jury service. 

(c) The county treasurer shall: 

(1) send all donations made under Subsection (a)(l) to the comptroller, at the time and in the manner prescribed by 
the attorney general, for deposit to the credit of the compensation to victims of crime fund; 

(2) deposit donations made to the county child welfare board under Subsection (a)(2) in a fund established by the 
county to be used by the child welfare board in a manner authorized by the commissioners court of the county; and 

(3) send all donations made under Subsection (a)(3) or (a)(4) directly to the program specified on the form letter signed 
by the person who reported for jury service. 

( d) Notwithstanding this section, a juror reimbursement donation program established before January 1, 1995, may solicit 
juror donations and provide all funds collected in the name of that program to the charities served by that program on 
January 1, 1995. 

(e) Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a county that has adopted a system or method of payment authorized by Section 
113.048, Local Government Code, may provide a person who reports for jury service in the county an opportunity to 
donate all, or a specific part designated by the juror, of the juror's daily reimbursement by completing a self-executing 
application on a form prescribed by the commissioners court. 

Credits 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 329, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 875, § 1, eff. Sept. 
1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1313, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1423, § 8.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1997; 
Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 41, §I, eff. Sept. I, 1999; Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 661, § 1. eff. Sept. 1, 2007; Acts 2007, 80th 
Leg., ch. 1378, § 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2007. Reenacted and amended by Acts 2009, 8lst Leg., ch. 87, § 11.001, eff. Sept. 1, 2009. 
Amended by Acts 2009, 8lst Leg., ch. 235, §§ 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 2009; Acts 2009, 8lst Leg., ch. 734, § 3, eff. Sept. 1, 2009; 
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., ch. 1266 (H.B. 3996), § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2015. 

Editors' Notes 

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES 

"(a) A person responsible under Section 62.013 or 62.014 for summoning prospective jurors to appear for jury service 
shall provide to each prospective juror a form letter that when signed by the prospective juror directs the county treasurer 
to donate all or part of the prospective juror's reimbursement for jury service to the compensation to victims of crime 
fund under Subchapter B, Chapter 56, Code of Criminal Procedure. 

"(b) The county treasurer shall send all donations made under this section to the state treasurer, at the time and in the 
manner prescribed by the attorney general, for deposit to the credit of the compensation to victims of crime fund." 

WESTLAW 



§ 61.003. Donation of Reimbursement, TX GOVT § 61.003 

"This Act takes effect September 1, 1997, and applies only to donations from jurors appearing in response to a summons 
issued on or after that date." 

Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 41, in subsec. (a), in the introductory paragraph, inserted "personally", in subd. (2) substituted 
"board of the county appointed under Section 264.005" for "service fund under Chapter 264"; inserted subsec. (b) and 
redesignated former subsecs. (b) and (c) as subsecs. (c) and (d); rewrote subsec. (c)(2) which formerly read "send all 
donations made under Subsection (a)(2) to the comptroller for deposit to the credit of the child welfare service fund in 
the state treasury"; and in subsec. (d) substituted "this section" for "Subsections (a) and (b)''. 

"This Act takes effect September 1, 1999, and applies only to donations from jurors appearing in response to a summons 
issued on or after that date." 

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., ch. 661, in subsec. (a), in the introductory paragraph, inserted", or a specific amount designated 
by the prospective juror," and inserted "daily" preceding "reimbursement"; and added subsec. (a-1). 

"The change in law made by this Act applies only to donations from jurors appearing in response to a summons issued 
on or after the effective date of this Act." 

"(a) Each prospective juror reporting for jury service shall be personally provided a form letter that when signed by the 
prospective juror directs the county treasurer to donate all of the prospective juror's reimbursement for jury service to: 

"The change in law made by this Act applies only to donations from jurors appearing in response to a summons issued 
on or after the effective date [Sept. 1, 2009] of this Act." 

2015 Legislation 

"The change in law made by this Act applies only to donations from jurors appearing in response to a summons issued 
on or after the effective date of this Act." 

RESEARCH REFERENCES 

TX Jur. 3d Jury§ 137, Reimbursement, In General. 
NOTES OF DECISIONS 

In general 

Encyclopedias 

Texas Government Code required jurors to be given option of donating fee to crime victims' compensation fund, where 
jurors were impaneled after initial provision took effect. Boone v. State (App. 14 Dist. 2001) 60 S.W.3d 231, rehearing 
overruled, petition for discretionary review refused, rehearing on petition for discretionary review denied, certiorari 
denied 123 S.Ct. 490, 537 U.S. 1006, 154 L.Ed.2d 406. Jury;;:_-,, 77(.5) 

A county commissioners court may not choose to omit either of the funds described in section 61.003(a)(l) or (a)(2) of 
the Government Code from the list of funds or programs to which a juror may donate jury-service reimbursement. Tex. 
Atty. Gen. Op., No. JC-0065 (I 999). 

Juror reimbursement donation statute does not limit the donation to only juror counseling programs, Tex. Atty. Gen. 
Op., No. KP-0010 (2015). 

WESTLAW 



§ 61.003. Donation of Reimbursement, TX GOVT§ 61.003 

Jury selection 

Fact that jurors were asked to contribute to child services and victim compensation funds before voir dire by donating 
their juror reimbursement did not create conflict of interest, in prosecution for aggravated sexual assault; juror might 
deplore crime underlying action in which he has been called on to serve, even donating to general funds designed to assist 
victims of that crime, and still be able to impartially weigh evidence presented as to defendant's guilt or innocence and, 
if defendant is found guilty, fairly assess punishment. Harvey v. State (App. 6 Dist. 2003) 123 S.W.3d 623, petition for 
discretionary review refused. Jury F·· 97(1) 

Defendant failed to demonstrate actual bias on part of any juror as result of question on form allowing jurors to donate 
juror fee to crime victims' compensation fund, where defense counsel failed to ask any questions during voir dire to show 
that any member of panel, much less four jurors who donated, were affected in any way by opportunity to donate to 
the victims' fund, counsel did ask specific questions regarding whether potential jurors could be fair and impartial and 
could follow law, and defendant did not complain that any venire member that said they had problem with any of issues 
ended up on the jury. Boone v. State (App. 14 Dist. 2001) 60 S.W.3d 231, rehearing overruled, petition for discretionary 
review refused, rehearing on petition for discretionary review denied, certiorari denied 123 S.Ct. 490, 537 U.S. 1006, 154 
L.Ed.2d 406. Jury~, 77(.5); Jury~, 97(1) 

Defendant was not entitled to additional time for voir dire, even though defendant claimed additional voir dire was 
required to question jurors about potential bias resulting from opportunity to donate to crime victim's compensation 
fund, where defendant's counsel undertook extensive voir dire that ran 58 pages in reporter's record, defendant concluded 
without having mentioned issue of victims' fund, even though he had brought it to trial court's attention immediately 
before beginning voir dire, there was no suggestion, and no indication, that defendant's counsel used all of allotted voir 
dire time or that court forced him or even urged him to finish before he was ready, and counsel did not make request for 
more time after strike lists had already been submitted. Boone v. State (App. 14 Dist. 2001) 60 S.W.3d 231, rehearing 
overruled, petition for discretionary review refused, rehearing on petition for discretionary review denied, certiorari 
denied 123 S.Ct. 490, 537 U.S. 1006, 154 L.Ed.2d 406. Jury~· 131(4) 

Footnotes 
Vernon's Ann.C.C.P. art. 56.31 et seq. 

V. T. C. A., Government Code§ 61.003, TX GOVT§ 61.(H)3 
Current through Chapters effective immediately through Chapter 49 of the 2017 Regular Session of the 85th Legislature 

End of Uocument ' 2017 Thom,;on Rcukr,. No cid1111 t,1 original l'.S. CioYcrnmcnt \\'orb. 
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The Honorable Abelino Reyna, Tex. Atty. Gen. Op. KP-0010 (2015) 

Tex. Atty. Gen. Op. KP-0010 (Tex.AG.), 2015 WL 1125178 

Office of the Attorney General 

State of Texas 

Opinion No. KP-0010 

March 9, 2015 

*1 Re: Programs to which jurors may donate their juror reimbursement under subsection 61.003(a)(4) of the 

Government Code (RQ-1224-GA) 

The Honorable Abelino Reyna 

McLennan County Criminal District Attorney 

219 North 6th Street, Suite 200 
Waco, Texas 76701 

Dear Mr. Reyna: 

You ask whether subsection 61.003(a)(4) of the Government Code restricts the programs allowed to be considered by 

jurors for donation of jury reimbursements to only juror counseling programs. 1 Section 61.003 authorizes programs 
to which a juror may donate the juror's daily reimbursement. See TEX. GOVT CODE ANN.§ 61.003(a) (West 2013). 

Subsections (a)(l)-(3) list specific categories of funds and services to which a juror's donation is permitted. See id. ~ 

6l.003(a)(l) (crime victims), (2) (child welfare and protective services), (3) (shelter and services to victims of family 

violence). Subsection 61.003(a)(4) provides that a juror may donate his or her daily reimbursement to 

any other program approved by the commissioners court of the county, including a program 
established under Article 56.04(f), Code of Criminal Procedure, that offers psychological counseling 

to jurors in criminal cases involving graphic evidence or testimony. 

Id.§ 61.003(a)(4). You assert the language of the provision is ambiguous because of the fmal comma, and you question 

whether the phrase "that offers psychological counseling to jurors in criminal cases involving graphic evidence or 
testimony" modifies "a program established under Article 56.04(f), Code of Criminal Procedure" or "any other program 

approved by the commissioners court of the county." Request Letter at 1. 

The cardinal rule of statutory construction is to ascertain and give effect to the intent of the Legislature. Zanchi v. Lane, 

408 S.W.3d 373, 376 (Tex. 2013). '"Legislative intent is best revealed in legislative language."' In re Office of Att'y Gen., 

422 S.W.3d 623, 629 (Tex. 2013) (orig. proceeding) (quoting Entergy Gulf States, Inc. v. Summers, 282 S.W.3d 433, 437 

(Tex.2009)). Statutory words and phrases "shall be read in context and construed according to the rules of grammar and 
common usage." TEX. GOVT CODE ANN.§ 311.01 l(a) (West 2013). 

Relevant to the structure of subsection 61.003(a)(4), the doctrine of the last antecedent provides that "a qualifying phrase 
in a statute ... must be confined to the words and phrases immediately preceding it to which it may, without impairing 
the meaning of the sentence, be applied." Spradlin v. Jim Walter Homes, Inc., 34 S.W.3d 578, 580 (Tex. 2000); accord 

In re Guardianship of Finley. 220 S.W.3d 608, 615 (Tex. App.-Texarkana 2007, no pet.). "Such words, phrases, and 
clauses are not to be construed as extending to or modifying others which are more remote." In re Guardianship of 

Finley, 220 S.W.3d at 615 (quotation marks omitted). The exception to the doctrine is that when "several words are 

followed by a clause which is as much as applicable to the first and other words as to the last, the clause should be read as 
applicable to all." Id. (quotation marks omitted). Under this doctrine, the phrase "that offers psychological counseling 
to jurors in criminal cases involving graphic evidence or testimony" should be construed to modify only the immediately 
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The Honorable Abelino Reyna, Tex. Atty. Gen. Op. KP-0010 (2015) 

preceding phrase "a program established under Article 56.04(f), Code of Criminal Procedure" and not as a limitation 
on the first phrase "any other program approved by the commissioners court of the county" for several reasons. TEX. 
GOVT CODE ANN.§ 61.003(a)(4) (West 2013). First, the fact that article 56.04(f) authorizes a commissioners court 
to authorize a program identical to that which is described in the last phrase suggests that the last phrase describes 
the program identified in the immediately preceding phrase and is not as directly applicable to the first phrase. TEX. 
CODE CRIM. PROC. ANN. art. 56.04(f) (West Supp. 2014). Second, the final comma acts in conjunction with the 
immediately preceding comma to identify and separate the referenced statutory code from the article number and the 
descriptive phrase. The two commas setting off "Code of Criminal Procedure" are merely a preferred method of referring 
to article 56.04(f) of the Code of Criminal Procedure. See TEX. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DRAFTING MANUAL 
§ 7.61 (Aug. 2014) at 120 (providing examples of citations for Texas Codes, all of which show the particular code set 

off with commas). 2 

*2 The language of subsection 61.003(a)(4) supports this construction in its use of the term "including." TEX. GOVT 
CODE ANN.§ 61.003(a)(4) (West 2013). The Code Construction Act informs us the term "including" is typically a term 
of "enlargement." Id.§ 311.005(13). The use of the term here indicates that the entire phrase after "any other program 
approved by the commissioners court" is intended to be one of enlargement or expansion. Id.§ 61.003(a)(4). 

Moreover, a construction of the last phrase as the only program that could be approved for juror donation would 
essentially render the first phrase meaningless because under such a construction the commissioners court would not 
have the authority to approve "any other program." Id. Courts will avoid construing a statute in a way that renders 
its language meaningless. See Fleming Foods of Tex., Inc. l'. Rylander, 6 S.W.3d 278, 284-85 (Tex. 1999); see also Tex. 
Workers' Comp. Ins. Fund v. Del Indus. Inc., 35 S.W.3d 591, 593 (Tex. 2000) (acknowledging presumption that "each 
sentence, clause and word [in a statute] is to be given effect ifreasonable and possible" (quotation marks omitted)). If the 
Legislature intended the only program that could be approved by the commissioners court to be a juror psychological 
counseling program, it could have drafted its 2007 amendment of subsection 6 l .003(a)( 4) to achieve that result by deleting 
the authority for a commissioners court to approve "any other program." It did not do so. See Act of May 25, 2007, 
80th Leg., R.S., ch. 1378, § 5, 2007 Tex. Gen. Laws 4713, 4715. Instead, the Legislature retained the language giving 
the commissioners court authority to choose "any other program" and added authority to allow donations to a juror 
counseling program. See FM Props. Operating Co. v. City of Austin, 22 S.W.3d 868, 884-85 (Tex. 2000) (relying on the 
principle of statutory construction that the Legislature knows how to enact law effectuating its intent). Our construction 
gives effect to all of the language in subsection 61.003(a)(4). 

For these reasons, we conclude that subsection 61.003(a)(4) of the Government Code does not limit the donation of juror 
reimbursements to only juror counseling programs. 

SUMMARY 

Subsection 61.003(a)(4) of the Government Code does not limit the donation of juror reimbursements to only juror 
counseling programs. 
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Footnotes 
See Letter from Honorable Abelino Reyna, McLennan Coty. Crim. Dist. Att'y, to Honorable Greg Abbott, Tex. Att'y Gen. 
at 1 (Sept. 22, 2014), https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/opinion/requests-for-opinion-rqs ("Request Letter"). 

2 Available at http://www.tlc.state.tx.us. 
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